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SC puts brakes on
‘bulldozer culture’

Bench says States indulging in naked display of ‘might is right’; issues

‘binding directives’ that include 15 days’ prior notice to occupants

[GS Paper II: Article 142, Article 127 |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

the States that me-
tamorphose into judges to
punish accused persons
awaiting trial by driving
bulldozers into their
homes, indulge in a naked
display of “might is right”
without sparing a thought
for families rendered shel-
terless overnight.

A Bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai and K.V. Viswanath-
an invoked extraordinary
powers under Article 142 of
the Constitution to issue a
slew of “binding direc-
tives” to fasten accounta-
bility on public officials.

They include 15 days’
prior notice of demolition
to the occupants with de-
tails of the nature of the
unauthorised construction

Wheels of injustice: Workers razing the property of an accused in

. L

an RSS attack case in Jaipur in October, citing violations. PTI

and grounds warranting
demolition; the owner or
occupants who want to
challenge the State action
must be given a fair oppor-
tunity; the demolition
must be videographed, etc.

Officials will face action
Officials who violate these
directives would face con-
tempt action and would be
prosecuted. They would be
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liable for the restitution of
the demolished property,
the court said. The judg-
ment followed petitions re-
presenting citizens from
States, including Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, who had sought
redress against the States’
“bulldozer culture”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

SC puts brakes on ‘bulldozer culture’
FHA FIC A ‘FerSIoR FEHIA’ W Ah oS

Bench says States indulging in naked display of ‘might is
right’; issues ‘binding directives’ that include 15 days’
prior notice to occupants

dis & Fe1 & voa afFa & sfeER @ F1 gen
Yo X @ §; areget der S e av §
s = arel 1 15 e e Afew o anfder @

Supreme Court's Ruling on Bulldozer Demolitions

FAA FIE FT FASoR @ TEAFIOT TT 3MSA

e  The Supreme Court, on Wednesday, criticized States that act as judges
and punish accused persons by demolishing their homes using bulldozers,
describing this as a display of “might is right” without considering the impact
on families left homeless overnight.

FUIR B FHHA FE A 3T T T AT T ST ST o & H A
A § 3N IR GiFaat T FAsteR & 3eieh BRI &l 7S Hleh
Fom & €, 39 I a1 ISR F ¥ A @ gu, R 7w a9
TARTT FET glel dTel IRART U SHRT FAT GHIT I33T|

e A Bench of Justices B.R. Gavai and K.V. Viswanathan used their
extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to issue a series
of binding directives aimed at holding public officials accountable.
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o These directives include providing a 15-day prior notice before demolition, detailing the nature of the unauthorized construction and
the grounds for demolition; the affected occupants must be given a fair chance to challenge the State’s action; and the demolition must be
videographed.

goT fadalt o eaweiator @ 15 e ggd AR &, arder AT & gl 3R cardieRor & FRUT #1 favor g, wfad
it 1 Toa @ FES F FA 3 1 TR a3 3R eawhor @ A arer anfder g

e Officials who fail to follow these directives would face contempt action and prosecution. They will also be liable for the restitution of
the demolished property.

S Y 57 AR FT ITelaT FAST FLIN, 378 HAATAAT Y FRATS FT TTHAT T 39T 3R 3o JAFASH 1 oA F=r
gramT| & oS¢ T IS FUf A gaedigar & fow o fSFAer gl

e The judgment followed petitions from citizens in States like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, who sought redress
against the States’ “bulldozer culture.”

T G X U, ALT 932 3R TS S T & ARIRSGT GaRT gk AR & a1g 31T, Sieglar It &
"FASIR WEFIA" & TG =arg T Hier & or|

The Goat Life album bags
two nomlnatlons at HMMA

[PCS

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Goat Life (Aadujeevith-
am in Malayalam) directed
by Blessy has won two
nominations at the 2024
Hollywood Music in Media
Awards (HMMA).

The song Periyone...,
composed by A.R. Rah-
man, written by Rafiq
Ahamed, and sung by Jith-
in Raj, has been nominated
in the ‘Song-Feature Film’
category. Mr. Rahman has
been nominated in the
‘Score-Independent Film
(Foreign Language)’ cate-
gory.

An annual awards show,
the HMMA recognises ori-
ginal music in visual me-
dia, including film, TV, vi-
deo games, and more. The
main event is scheduled to
be held at The Avalon, Hol-

A.R. Rahman

lywood, on November 20.

An elated Mr. Raj took to
social media to thank Mr.
Rahman and Mr. Blessy for
the “amazing opportuni-
ty” to render the hit song.
He also thanked actor
Prithviraj Sukumaran, who
played the lead role in the
survival drama, and the en-
tire team of the movie.

Based on novel

The movie was based on
the novel Goat Days by Be-
nyamin. The novel tells the

Periyone... nominated
in ‘Song-Feature

Film’ category;

A.R. Rahman
nominated in
‘Score-Independent

Film (Foreign
Language) category

story of a young man, Na-
jeeb, who in the early
1990s migrates from the
lush green shores of Kerala
in search of fortunes to a
land abroad, only to get
stranded in the middle of a
desert.

The movie had won the
awards for best director,
actor, adapted screenplay,
cinematography, make-up,
sound mixing, popular
film, and processing lab/
colourist at the 54th Kerala
State Film Awards.

"The Goat Life album bags two
nominations at HMMA

g Ac 8% TeddA &) TITATAT ¥ cf
AT Ao

The Goat Life (Aadujeevitham) Nominations at 2024
Hollywood Music in Media Awards

g MIT ASH (ITFATAUA) FY 2024 glefigs #7gfas s
A ey & awifRa Far =
. The film The Goat Life (Aadujeevitham), directed by Blessy,

has received two nominations at the 2024 Hollywood Music in Media
Awards (HMMA).

fther g M3 asw (3MEhfYe), e Réua saita o g,
T 2024 gieligs FYfaw g1 AfFAT Ira$Hw (HMMA) # QY
AT & TIT e I g

. The song Periyone..., composed by A.R. Rahman, written by

Raqqg Ahamed, and sung by Jithin Raj, has been nominated in the
‘Song-Feature Film’ category.

AT IRANA...., TH AR, AR o FIhdeaey far g, & 3gAg
o o g, 3SR g A T § A Aier-hRR fheRr Aofr 7
AHTfRd foRar arm g1

e A.R. Rahman has been nominated in the ‘Score-Independent Film (Foreign Language)’ category.
A.R. TEAT FT ‘ThR-33UST e (fagelt stman) Sofr & Amefera forar = g1

e Hollywood Music in Media Awards (HMMA) is an annual awards show recognizing original music in visual media, including films,
TV, video games, and more.

glegs Ffa® g7 AT @S (HMMA) U arifeh REPR ARG & ot 72 ABATH q Fafta &1 Te= i g,
S fhed, &, @ifsar 377, 3R 3= afae €1
e The main event is scheduled to be held at The Avalon, Hollywood, on November 20.
HAEY HIAhA 20 AGFaL B & HIaAlT, gleitgs # AT gleT arell g
o Jithin Raj, elated about the nomination, thanked A.R. Rahman and Blessy for the “amazing opportunity” to sing the hit song.

AT T, AHFT F GA G, AR, AT 3R seldll &7 3163 3a@ & & v vegarg o, fowd ag 3w e o =

9T 917 |

e He also thanked actor Prithviraj Sukumaran, who played the lead role in the survival drama, and the entire team of the movie.
3egiel AT redRTeT gFaAReT &1 o gare o, [Sieglel gagaer g geg gffer Hems, 3R fhea &1 gt & &
Y MR eTaFa |

Based on the Novel

39T 9 IeiRd

e The movie is based on the novel Goat Days by Benyamin, which tells the story of a young man, Najeeb, who migrates from Kerala in
the early 1990s in search of fortunes, only to get stranded in the middle of a desert.

fihed 3u=ara Me 397 W MURT &, T IqnfAT 7 for@r &, i Toh Far e Tolla T gl adrr g, St 1990 & aRr v
BT H A I ThEAd T T &F Jard FAT &, oAfehed WAEATT o o & & ST1elr g

e The movie won several awards at the 54th Kerala State Film Awards, including Best Director, Best Actor, Best Adapted Screenplay,
Best Cinematography, Best Make-up, Best Sound Mixing, Best Popular Film, and Best Processing Lab/Colourist.

fihes o 54t I T ed REFRTA g [EPR i, 518 gdres faders, gads JfAaan, qaass waiaia gesar,
qEISS RAAATITR, FaAvs AF-39, givs eafa AfFEer, gadss dwfla fhew, ik adavs N darFafee anfaa

gl
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Safe hands: A girl belonging to the primitive tribal group of Dongria Kondhs taking care of her infant sibling as their parents are away at the
field in the mountains of Niyamgiri on the Andhra Pradesh-Odisha boundary on the eve of Children’s Day. K.R. DEEPAK

IGS Paper I: Society |

Dongria Kondhs

e The Dongria Kondhs are an indigenous tribal group primarily residing in the Niyamagiri Hills of the Eastern Ghats in Odisha, India.
e They are well-known for their deep cultural and spiritual connection with the land, especially the Niyamgiri hills, which they consider sacred and
regard as the abode of their deity, Niyam Raja.

o Here are some key aspects of the Dongria Kondhs:

Habitat and Economy

e The Dongria Kondhs live mainly in the dense forests and slopes of the Niyamgiri range. These forests are rich in biodiversity, providing the
Dongria Kondhs with resources for their livelihoods.

e They are primarily engaged in shifting cultivation, known as podu farming, where they grow crops such as millet, turmeric, and seasonal fruits.

o Horticulture is another mainstay, with the tribe cultivating various fruits and cash crops, including bananas, mangoes, and pineapples. They have
unique knowledge of the local flora, which they use for food, medicine, and religious rituals.

Culture and Religion

e The Dongria Kondhs” culture is deeply intertwined with their natural environment. They follow animistic beliefs and worship Niyam Raja, their
supreme deity, who is believed to reside in the Niyamgiri Hills.

e They also conduct various rituals and festivals to honor the forests, rivers, and mountains, expressing gratitude to nature and seeking blessings for

a good harvest.
e Their vibrant attire, which includes colorful garments, ornaments, and tattoos, is symbolic of their identity and reflects their artistic heritage.

Language and Social Structure

e The Dongria Kondhs speak a dialect known as Kui, which belongs to the Dravidian language family.
e Their society is organized around clans and families, with a strong sense of community and a shared responsibility for protecting their land.

4. Conservation and Resistance

e The Dongria Kondhs became internationally known due to their resistance to bauxite mining in the Niyamgiri Hills, led by Vedanta Resources.
They argued that mining would not only destroy the environment but also violate their cultural and spiritual rights.

e In 2013, after a legal battle, India’s Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Dongria Kondhs, allowing the community to vote on whether mining
should proceed. The tribe overwhelmingly rejected the mining proposal, a landmark decision for indigenous rights in India.
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‘Sea ranching’ launched off Vizhinjam coast
as follow-up to artificial reef project in Kerala

[GS Paper IlI: Economy]|

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Twenty-thousand pompa-
no (Trachinotus blochii)
fingerlings were deposited
in the sea off Vizhinjam on
Wednesday as a follow-up
to the artificial reef project
designed to replenish ma-
rine fishery resources and
promote sustainable fish-
ing practices.

The fingerlings were re-
leased at the coordinates of
artificial reef modules de-
posited about 1.5 nautical
miles off Vizhinjam coast.

They formed the first
batch of a State Fisheries
Department sea ranching
project aimed at releasing
10 lakh pompano and co-
bia (Motha) fingerlings at

‘Sea ranching’ launched of Vizhinjam coast as follow-up to artificial reef project in

Kerala

Sea ranching in progress off the coast of Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

10 locations off Thiruva-
nanthapuram coast — one
lakh each in the selected
locations — where artificial
reefs were deployed under
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).

The National Fisheries

Development Board
(NFDB) had cleared the
Centrally funded %3-crore
PMMSY scheme in March.
On Wednesday, Minister
of State for Fisheries Ge-
orge Kurian inaugurated
the project aboard a Coast

Guard vessel out at sea.

The fingerlings, with
size ranging between 8 to
10 gm, were released from
two small fishing vessels at
the coordinates of the artif-
icial reef.

For the project, the
State Fisheries Depart-
ment had stocked and
reared 10 lakh pompano
and cobia fry at the Ayi-
ramthengu fish farm of the
Agency for Development
of Aquaculture Kerala.

Artificial reefs were
created at 42 locations off
33 fishing villages in Thiru-
vananthapuram district.
They consist of 150 trian-
gular, flower and pipe-
shaped reef modules. The
sea ranching project con-
stitutes the next step in this

process. According to the
department, the reefs have
already attracted a large
variety of fish including tu-
na, trevally and mackerel.
The Fisheries Depart-
ment is also awaiting Cen-
tral government sanction
for extending the artificial
reef project beyond Thiru-
vananthapuram district. In
the second phase, the de-
partment proposes to cov-
er 96 villages in Kollam,
Alappuzha,  Ernakulam
and Thrissur districts at an
estimated cost of ¥29.76
crore. Ninety-six villages in
the northern districts Ma-
lappuram, Kozhikode,
Kannur and Kasaragod are
proposed to be covered in
the ¥25.82 crore Phase III,
department officials said.

I # FRAA e IRASET F g APASAH T W T T YR

fRaT I

Pompano Fingerlings Released in Vizhinjam for Artificial Reef Project

S & e yar Raeer F AT deue) @ed F 33 w9g & o1 av

¢ Twenty-thousand pompano (Trachinotus blochii) fingerlings were deposited in the sea off Vizhinjam on Wednesday as part of the

artificial reef project to replenish marine fishery resources and promote sustainable fishing practices.

fiw goR NFaren (afeew safy) ferfesw 1 RfSees & d9g & quar a1 $fw oo Raear S qed aq9d #ce

AT @ T & 3R 3 TARN Al sl T GATHT & 9@ &F & foIv BIST 7|

o The fingerlings were released at the coordinates of artificial reef modules deposited about 1.5 nautical miles off Vizhinjam coast.

¥ feRfoTe SHw vare Alsge & Adees W o 71T & o RfSess ae @ e 15 ol e gy e €
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The fingerlings formed the first batch of a State Fisheries Department sea ranching project aimed at releasing 10 lakh pompano and
cobia (Motha) fingerlings at 10 locations along the Thiruvananthapuram coast, with one lakh each at the selected locations where
artificial reefs were deployed under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).

¥ fhonfolrw tea Acex feamr & vl R af@eer &1 ggor 3o of, @ 36827 10 am@ Qg 3k Ffar (#en)
RFaRfasw &1 10 Fm&l ) RTaaaq@ar ae HinHed T O1, 56T HTAA JaTel TUaH AET WY&t At (PMMSY) & dgd
Fifaa few 7w o

The National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) had cleared the Centrally funded ¥3-crore PMMSY scheme in March.

T AT s 1S (NFDB) & g SR @R faaaif¥d 3-8 & PMMSY TISTlT &l AT H AT &r T

On Wednesday, Minister of State for Fisheries George Kurian inaugurated the project aboard a Coast Guard vessel out at sea.

UAR I AT UTd TsF HAl Sot FRAT o T H PR TS T W 38 IRAISTAT 7 3gures |

The fingerlings, ranging in size from 8 to 10 gm, were released from two small fishing vessels at the coordinates of the artificial reef.

8 10TMH & AR & haRfelaq H aF BIC AGl Yhsa dTel STglell & A YaTel & HAEAH T BIST a1

For the project, the State Fisheries Department had stocked and reared 10 lakh pompano and cobia fry at the Ayiramthengu fish farm
of the Agency for Development of Aquaculture Kerala.

3 RIS & AT, o #AcFT Romer 2 10 or@ deurat AR FIfRAT $1E I 3R Aed 66, S daEeR e
Tordl # Tl 3R arfed famam ol

Acrtificial reefs were created at 42 locations in 33 fishing villages in Thiruvananthapuram district.

HIIH FaTel 33 HGSl Ihgal aTer al 7 42 Tyl R Ryaaraqmar e d wurfva f&e aw J)

These artificial reefs consist of 150 triangular, flower, and pipe-shaped reef modules.

g1 $1AA yarell # 150 BwivfiT, gor A 987 F WFER F vaTer Az MfAA g

The sea ranching project is the next step in this process.

A e afeeT s gfthar &1 3rerer @6 B

According to the department, the reefs have already attracted a variety of fish, including tuna, trevally, and mackerel.

fa3mT & AR, 57 JaTell & Tgel & F TPR F AT F AN R ¥, e gga, Rdeh 3k dAdwer anfaer E

The Fisheries Department is also awaiting Central government sanction to extend the artificial reef project beyond
Thiruvananthapuram district.

A TaeT $AA Farel TR FF RFaaaqma e @ a6 AEdR e & v Fr sa@R f w&pfa @ off saer
T Bl
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¢ In the second phase, the department proposes to cover 96 villages in Kollam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam, and Thrissur districts at an
estimated cost of 29.76 crore.

G TOT #, AT Fleed, IeroqaT, Tathad 3R ey fSrel & 96 a1mal &l 229.76 FF & ITATAT ofleTd T X Hlel

JEaTd FT T B

o 96 villages in the northern districts of Malappuram, Kozhikode, Kannur, and Kasaragod are proposed to be covered in ¥25.82 crore

Phase I11.

3T & ToTell HATIIH, FIHIPIS, Foely, 3 FTEING o 96 ML T 325,82 FAUZ & TOT 11| H S A & G719 g

Process

rivers.

Purpose and Benefits

Sea ranching is a marine conservation and aquaculture practice where juvenile fish or shellfish are bred in controlled environments and then released
into the ocean or other open waters. The goal is to replenish wild fish stocks, enhance biodiversity, and support sustainable fisheries.

o Juveniles of marine species (such as fish, crustaceans, and shellfish) are cultivated in hatcheries under controlled conditions. Once they
reach a size that allows for greater survival in the wild, they are released into natural habitats, such as the open ocean, coastal areas, or

o After being released, these species continue to grow in the natural ecosystem, benefiting from the available food resources and habitat.

o Repopulation of Species: It helps replenish populations of fish and other marine life that are declining due to overfishing, habitat
destruction, and pollution.

o Enhancing Biodiversity: By reintroducing species, sea ranching supports the natural balance of marine ecosystems, contributing to
overall biodiversity.

o Supporting Fisheries: Sea ranching provides long-term benefits for the fishing industry by increasing the availability of fish stocks. It
helps in ensuring sustainable harvests while protecting marine ecosystems.

o Food Security: For many communities, especially in coastal areas, sea ranching contributes to food security by stabilizing fish
populations and ensuring a steady supply of seafood.

e PMMSY, launched on 10 September 2020, is an ambitious flagship scheme of the Government of India, focusing on the sustainable
development of the fisheries sector, with a total investment of R20,050 crores for the period from 2020-2025.

e The scheme aims to enhance fish production and productivity, improve fish farmers' incomes, mo

e dernize infrastructure, and ensure social security for fishermen.

Omar’s demand for compensation over losses
to J&K due to Indus Water Treaty sparks debate

GS Paper Il: India-Pakistan

eerzada Ashiqg
SRINAGAR

Jammu &Kashmir Chief Mi-
nister Omar Abdullah’s re-
marks on the Indus Water
Treaty (IWT) triggered a
fresh debate on the power
projects and poor electrici-
ty scenario on Wednesday.
“The IWT on river-rich

Jammu & Kashmir restricts
its ability to harness its
huge hydel power potential
primarily due to storage
constraints. J&K pays a hea-
vy price in peak winter
months when power gener-
ation hits low, creating
hardships for its people,”
said Mr. Abdullah while
speaking at a conference of

Power Ministers of States
and UTs on Tuesday.
Highlighting the “limit-
ing clauses in the Treaty
that restricts J&K from rea-
lising its full hydel potential
by only permitting run-of-
the-river projects”, Mr. Ab-
dullah said J&K was com-
pelled to rely on power im-
ports from other States, “

which adversely impacts its
economy”.

Referring to the CM’s re-
marks, former J&K Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti
said there was no doubt
that the Treaty has a nega-
tive impact on Kashmir
“but the BJP narrative, of
late, wants to make it an is-

L

sue .

Omar’s demand for compensation over losses to J&K due to Indus Water Treaty

sparks debate

Ry oo @ & FROT TFEA-FAR FI FC qHA & AT IS HT 3AT A
ANT T Jg9 B3 78

Omar Abdullah’s Remarks on the Indus Water Treaty (IWT)

IMAT regea HT Y S &Y (IWT) X feoqoh

e Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s remarks on the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) triggered a fresh debate on power
projects and the poor electricity scenario.

I AR FeAR F FEIAA MNAT rsgear A Y e FE (1IWT) W feeafort & Rsreh aRAtsamst ik awe s
RET W T 7471 68 B3 fe|

e “The IWT on river-rich Jammu & Kashmir restricts its ability to harness its huge hydel power potential primarily due to storage
constraints,” said Mr. Abdullah.
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"fe Srer Wi ST 3R AR A farel ST Ragga aTAAT T QlgeT FeT T STHAT Y HET T HSROT H HATH FHROT
afdeferd &Y 8, 1 3eqedl o Fall
e “J&K pays a heavy price in peak winter months when power generation hits low, creating hardships for its people,” he added.

"SF AR FRAR T efawree Ataa d ol B gohen gsdr 8, 9 Rl scaee Fa @ Srar 7 Sed 3| W a6

FHISATSAT T THAT FIAT USAT §," Sogiel AT

e He highlighted the “limiting clauses in the Treaty that restrict J&K from realizing its full hydel potential by only permitting run-of-
the-river projects.”

3ogiel "H # AT Fr arelt aRe B 3R R S S, AR FeAR A el g ST Rgga st S dad W-3H-
g-Rax RISt 1 AT S Q@ & & Tkl &

e Hesaid J&K was compelled to rely on power imports from other states, “which adversely impacts its economy.”
3egiel el foh S AR FRAR & 3 Tl F fasrell AT el I AT foham g, s saeht Irdfegasar w
ARRICAS THTT STeldT 1"

e Referring to the CM’s remarks, former J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti said there was no doubt that the Treaty has a negative
impact on Kashmir “but the BJP narrative, of late, wants to make it an issue.”

dea &1 Reqioral &1 oo FXd gV, 9F, A FRAR A 9 LT A HFA A FeT 6 577 S uh AL § H
T T FIAR W AFRIHE THT T3T ¢, At gl & feat A diordt 7 gt 38§ v 7egr ot arger g1

Indus Water Treaty

The Indus Water Treaty (IWT) is a water-distribution agreement between India and Pakistan that was brokered by the World
Bank. It was mediated by World Bank on the insistence of the US.

It was signed on 19th September 1960 by Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistani President Ayub Khan.

It is considered as the most successful treaty of the world.

Important Dates and Data:

Signed: 19th September 1960.

Western Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab — for Pakistan.
Eastern Rivers: Ravi, Beas, Sutlej — for India.

World Bank’s Role: Mediator and arbitrator.

The treaty primarily addresses the sharing and usage rights of the Indus River system, which spans across both countries.
Key Features of the Indus Water Treaty:
River Allocation:
The Indus River system consists of six rivers: the Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej.
The treaty divides the rivers into two categories:
o Western Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab — allocated to Pakistan.
o Eastern Rivers: Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej — allocated to India.
Water Rights:
Pakistan has the exclusive right over the waters of the Western rivers.

India is allowed limited uses of these rivers for domestic, non-consumptive agricultural purposes, and hydropower generation,
but cannot divert their flow for other purposes.

India has full control over the waters of the Eastern rivers, and can use them for irrigation, power generation, and other uses.
Permanent Indus Commission:
The treaty established the Permanent Indus Commission comprising representatives from both India and Pakistan.

The Commission ensures the implementation of the treaty and facilitates communication and cooperation between the two
countries on water issues.

World Bank’s Role:
The World Bank plays a significant role in ensuring the implementation and functioning of the treaty.

It has been involved as a mediator and helped fund some of the infrastructure projects for both countries, particularly those
enabling Pakistan to better utilize its allocation of the Western rivers.
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Dispute Resolution:

Challenges and Controversies:

hydropower.

rise in cost.

o The treaty outlines a framework for resolving disputes or differences that arise between India and Pakistan over the
waters. In the event of a dispute, it can be referred to the Permanent Indus Commission, neutral experts, or even the
World Bank for arbitration.

o Pakistan's Concerns: Pakistan has often expressed concerns over India's construction of dams and hydroelectric projects on
the Western rivers (such as the Baglihar Dam on the Chenab River and the Kishanganga project on the Jhelum River).
Pakistan believes such projects could reduce water flows into its territory.

« India’s Concerns: India argues that it has been unable to fully utilize the waters allocated to it under the treaty, particularly
from the Eastern rivers. It is currently working on projects to better use the waters of Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej for irrigation and

« Climate Change: With the threat of climate change, both countries are increasingly concerned about potential changes in
river flow patterns due to melting glaciers, changing rainfall patterns, and increasing demand for water. This adds further
stress to an already delicate balance of water-sharing arrangements.

e Brahma Chellany: Indus Water Treaty is the very unique treaty that any upper riparian country will agree with it.

« India agreed as per the historical context under that India was weak.

o If India plan for any non-consumptive use in the Western river allotted to Pakistan, Pakistan has veto power.

e As per the Indian PM Modi “Water and blood cannot flow together”.

e However, technical the same is not possible due to lack of infrastructure, technology and also it sets wrong recedence.

« Besides that India is also lower riparian nation with respect to the Brahmaputra River.

o Pakistan has given Veto with respect projects on the Western Rivers. It causes delays in completion of the projects that causes

The perfect cocktail of layered discrimination

|GS Paper II: Federalism |

elimitation, the biggest elephant in

the room called the Indian Union, is

about to take centre stage. Statesmen

such as Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari
Vajpayee appreciated the explosive potential of
delimitation and kicked the can down the road,
as it were, to be handled by a future generation.
Here we are as that future generation. Do we kick
the can further down the road? Do we detonate
it? Or do we defuse it? We, the people of India,
are at a historical crossroad. Will India remain a
federal union? Or will it become an
ethno-linguistic majoritarian mega state with
minority ethno-linguistic mutinies?

Federalism is part of the inviolable basic
structure of the Constitution of India. The Indian
Union is a federal union. States are the federating
units. Most States find their basis in language and
many States of the Indian Union are
continuations of ethno-linguistic homelands that
have existed for centuries or even millennia. This
is precisely why the Supreme Court of India has
termed States as political units and not arbitrary
administrative units.

Indian unity was forged in the anti-imperialist
struggle against British imperialism and that
unity continues in independent India through a
delicate balance of power distribution between
federating units and ongoing dialogue between
diverse peoples of the Indian subcontinent.

What is delimitation? Article 82 of the Indian
Constitution requires that the number of Lok
Sabha seats per State is recalibrated after each
Census by the Delimitation Commission, in
accordance with the population. Delimitation last
happened based on the 1971 census, when in
1976, the Indira Gandhi government suspended
the delimitation process for 25 years, until 2001.
It was further suspended for another 25 years by
the A.B. Vajpayee government, and would lapse
by 2026, unless another amendment is
introduced. The freezing of delimitation was
done in order not to disincentive States that were
effective in population control. However, the
Narendra Modi government has given hints about
undertaking fresh delimitation before the
elections in 2029.

Delimitation as a threat

Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is a demographic
indicator that estimates the average number of
children a woman gives birth to during her
reproductive years. Even today, TFR of non-Hindi
States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal is in the 1.6-1.8 range, below the
replacement level of 2.1. The TFR of Hindi
heartland States such as Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh, at
about 3.5, is well above the replacement level.
This has been true for many decades and thus by
now, a recalibration via delimitation will mean a
radical decrease in the proportion of non-Hindi
State seats in the Lok Sabha. For example, if
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delimitation takes place, the proportion of seats
in Parliament for the southern States would be
reduced from 25% to 17% and the number of seats
from Hindi heartland States where the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has electoral dominance would
increase from 40% to 60%.

States such as Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu already receive only about 30% of the
total funds that contribute as direct taxes, while
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh receive between 250%
and 350% of their overall contribution. The
decision of 16th Finance Commission to include
the 2011 Census instead of the 1971 Census to
devolve funds to States will be even more
discriminatory to developed States. It is cause for
worry that continuation of the same pattern
would profoundly exacerbate the already existing
bias against the non-Hindi States.

Fostering discrimination

India was conceived as a permanent,
multi-ethnic, multi-lingual federal union, and not
as a mono ethno-linguistic majoritarianism
territory. The difference with states such as China
and Russia is that they are only federal in name,
the population being made of a ethno-linguistic
group with a majority of upwards of 80% and
several other small minority nationalities. In
India’s case, however, there never was a majority
ethno-linguistic group. India is a federation of
various ethno-linguistic stakeholders, none of
whom is a majority in India. But the major ones
among them form the basis of various linguistic
States, where they are super majority. But with
long-term differences of TFR among States, and
thereby, ethno-linguistic groups, this long-settled
pattern faces the threat of being unsettled. Since
1947, the population proportion of Bengali,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi,
Tamil and Telugu have all decreased while the
population proportion of one language, Hindi,
has massively increased, from 36% to nearly 43%;
43% is not too far away from the majority.

The ratio of Lok Sabha seats allocated to a
State to the total number of Lok Sabha seats
represents the Stakeholdership Index of a State in
matters of the Union. Delimitation will reward the
non-performers of population control policies
that will effectively dominate and determine the
policy of the Union. The performers will have a
declining say and will be reduced to being mere
revenue contributors The proportion of GDP and
revenue from non-Hindi States is much greater
than their population percentage while the
proportion of GDP and revenue from Hindi States
is lesser than their population percentage.

Post delimitation, States such as Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP is dominant, will
have their Stake holdership Index nearly double,
whereas States such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu
where the BJP has one to zero seats will see it
being reduced by 30%-40%. Such a situation
would skew Indian democracy in favour of the

Hindi States, with other regions risking a loss of
electoral dominance. Without electoral
dominance and representation in the Union, this
would further alienate the non-Hindi states.

Thus, the implementation of delimitation will
create the perfect cocktail of layered
discrimination. Non-Hindi States that have
implemented population control measures
successfully will lose a say in Union affairs.
Non-Hindi States that contribute a majority of
GDP, resources, revenue and taxes will lose say in
how their monies are used. The ‘unsuccessful’
will create policies for the ‘successful’ with
money from the ‘successful’. No taxation without
representation was the cry in the Boston Tea
Party. In a similar vein, delimitation will further
shrink the representation of States that produce
taxes. This is a very risky and dangerous path to
pursue. There is no place for any system in India
where some States increasingly look like owners
of an imperial centre while others mimic
colonies. Therefore, it is necessary to balance two
competing constitutional values: formal equality
in voting and federalism.

Possible solutions

There can be many solutions. First, just follow
what Mrs Gandhi and A.B. Vajpayee did and
extend the freeze by another 25 years and defer
to a future generation.

Second, permanently freeze delimitation as far
as the India-wide redistribution of seats across
States is concerned.

Third, go through with delimitation as
envisaged. But supplement it with a long-due new
grand federal compact such that the Concurrent
List is abolished in favour of an expanded State
list, all residual powers vested to the States and
large-scale transfer of subjects are made from the
Union list to the State list, keeping external
defence, external affairs and currency in Delhi’s
hands. This would balance delimitation with
decentralisation, softening the majoritarian blow
inherent in delimitation.

Fourth, preserve the present seat proportion
between States in the Lok Sabha but increase the
number of seats in each State to partially offset
the representational deficit of population
explosion States.

India is a unique experiment. It is not an
ethnic-linguistic majoritarian empire like Russia
or China. It is not a mono-linguistic nation state
such as Bangladesh and Thailand. India is like
Africa or Europe, a tapestry of languages,
ethnicities, cultures, civilisations and faiths, but
with a crucial difference. It is bound in an
inseparable political Union born in the crucible of
anti-imperialist struggle with one, unified voice
when speaking to others. India is the grandest
experiment of plurality in modern human
history. Majoritarianism and partisanship cannot
be allowed to undo it and threaten its unity.
History will not forgive us.
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The perfect cocktail of layered discrimination

TaART ASHIT FT 397 AT

Delimitation: The Biggest Elephant in the Room Called the Indian Union
AT AUROT: HRAT T FT g9 937 g

o Delimitation, the biggest elephant in the room called the Indian Union, is about to take centre stage.

AT AUROT, AT T & 17 T AT ST aTelT I 997 g1, g T I T arelm gl

e Statesmen such as Indira Gandhi and Atal Bihari Vajpayee appreciated the explosive potential of delimitation and kicked the can down
the road, as it were, to be handled by a future generation.

TsTAan3it S g ameft 3R srew fagrdt g & Har FuRor fr Arwes a@dar w1 @ 3R g7 Jfasy Fr e gann
Tl & forw erer feam

e Here we are as that future generation. Do we kick the can further down the road? Do we detonate it? Or do we defuse it? We, the people of
India, are at a historical crossroad.

&H Tgr 39 Afasg i N & &0 & §1 71 g7 39 3R ol Fr g4 38 R[Ewifed 2 a1 =1 g7 39 [AfSr sz EH,
HRA & oleT, T e Al o &

o Will India remain a federal union? Or will it become an ethno-linguistic majoritarian mega state with minority ethno-linguistic mutinies?
T IR U HEIT HY A1 J§INT? AT FAT T ATCHI-$T THES A I T S0, T F&deansh &9 § B Fopgl
¥ Srhg-smrh g g

e Federalism is part of the inviolable basic structure of the Constitution of India. The Indian Union is a federal union. States are the
federating units.

HHETE AR F AU S HRSIT iAATEr @Xuel 1 fEAT ¢ HRAT W Ueh Tl WU | AoT HEICsh Shisdl &
e Most States find their basis in language and many States of the Indian Union are continuations of ethno-linguistic homelands that have
existed for centuries or even millennia.

HTEIRTST TS T AT H YT 3UR G § 3R HRAT §9 & 68 T T8 ACT-rdt ArqefAat & T faean g,
ST Edrat a1 981 9% F wgeAifeeal § 3¥dca 7 g

e This is precisely why the Supreme Court of India has termed States as political units and not arbitrary administrative units.
IET FRUT § [ ARG & Hafea AT o AT I TSAAfaw SHISAT el §, 7 5 FATA yenAfas shsar

e Indian unity was forged in the anti-imperialist struggle against British imperialism and that unity continues in independent India

through a delicate balance of power distribution between federating units and ongoing dialogue between diverse peoples of the Indian
subcontinent.

WA whar e FATsHaKE & s yfarrsede FaY & g5 915 A7 3R 98 Ushdr Tadd R & HUesH FHBAT & o
afFd Ravoer 3R "R 3uAsedY & Ay deis dfig TR dag & Aegd @ 90 w6 gl

e What is delimitation? Article 82 of the Indian Constitution requires that the number of Lok Sabha seats per State is recalibrated after
each Census by the Delimitation Commission, in accordance with the population.

e faruior a1 82 R & WiAUTE & sy 82 % A8 Yodeh SAAINVTAT & Se dlem@siT Wel 1 dear i diar faeior
AT SR FAHEAT o6 3TAR e § e fham e g

e Delimitation last happened based on the 1971 census, when in 1976, the Indira Gandhi government suspended the delimitation process
for 25 years, until 2001.

HAT FAERoT 3T TR 1971 Y ST & ITUR X I AT, S5 1976 3, $Rwr e TR 1 25 auf o forw dham foyeior
gfshar FI fefad X Gar ar, 3t 2001 d AT

e It was further suspended for another 25 years by the A.B. Vajpayee government, and would lapse by 2026, unless another amendment is
introduced.

39 e el aedl @R canT e 3R 25 aut & fov faefad & Gar aam o, 3R I8 2026 d FATCT g SIeeT, J9
de $ls 3R AT o fRar S|

e The freezing of delimitation was done in order not to disincentive States that were effective in population control.
AT AuRer Fr TAffra FE139 3682 @ RT3 a1 aifd 3 e A sEEdr AT A wedr 3 WieaRd gla K

e However, the Narendra Modi government has given hints about undertaking fresh delimitation before the elections in 2029.

gTelifeh, e AN THR ¥ 2029 F Tt & vger 78 #ar fufRor fr 3% gemr fmam

Delimitation as a threat

AT AURT F T A @R

o Total Fertility Rate (TFR) is a demographic indicator that estimates the average number of children a woman gives birth to during her
reproductive years.

o Yoldlel &¥ (TFR) Teh SIHITEART Hehcleh § Si Fg AT ofalcll § o Teh AT 39a Tolafel Hlel & SRl Al
fohdey seal &I S &ar Bl

e Eventoday, TFR of non-Hindi States such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal is in the 1.6-1.8 range, below the replacement level
of 2.1.

3mst oft, IR-FEEr Tl S e, afferang, 3R aReH Fore F FoT Yoielel X 1.6-1L.8 T H §, 5 2.1 % IfAeUdeT TR & o
gl

e The TFR of Hindi heartland States such as Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh, at about 3.5, is well
above the replacement level.

e ge wewr Toat SR R, oeliae, #Hew w3er, TTEUT, 3R 3T YA FT Fol Fotelel X 99191 3.5 8, S wfereamasy
TR A ST 371AF gl

e This has been true for many decades and thus by now, a recalibration via delimitation will mean a radical decrease in the proportion of
non-Hindi State seats in the Lok Sabha.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur.
Contact Number: 9971932488

Tg FS S ¥ T ¢ 3N 38 THR 379, WAr AR & AAT & TF G A0 H Adew grenm IR-EEr qoaAr dHr
ArFgIT At & AT H AEAE FAY
e For example, if delimitation takes place, the proportion of seats in Parliament for the southern States would be reduced from 25% to

17% and the number of seats from Hindi heartland States where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has electoral dominance would
increase from 40% to 60%.

3eTeXoT & fow, afe @ar AuRor grar &, o afarol Tt 7 w6 i ISl 1 3T 25% @ Tee 17% g1 Sean 3R
7Syt T et T Fear, STET HRA Staar arél (BIP) T AT WIcd €, 40% & Tt 60% &1 SIrue|

e States such as Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu already receive only about 30% of the total funds that contribute as direct
taxes, while Bihar and Uttar Pradesh receive between 250% and 350%o of their overall contribution.

TS S FaAres!, HERTSE, 3N afAeretig 9l &1 Fol B HT hdel o131 30% Yol A 8, S YcF&T F & & F FrereT
Yl &, STefeh fagR 3R 36X 9ewr 39el ol ANTereT T 250% & 350% cfeh ATed Hd ¢

e The decision of the 16th Finance Commission to include the 2011 Census instead of the 1971 Census to devolve funds to States will be
even more discriminatory to developed States.

164 fa= 3mAYeT 3 2011 Y STAMOTSAT Sl 1971 Y SATIOTAT ahl ST9TE ATAST Fad hT [0, Tt & [AfSar [@aRa &= &
T, A Tsat & faw 3R o fgemayot g

e Itis cause for worry that continuation of the same pattern would profoundly exacerbate the already existing bias against the non-Hindi
States.

I f&dr @1 #Ror § 6 34 Yoot &1 IR Gl uge ¥ Al IR-RQ st F [Ward Sigena &1 3R Fer am

Fostering discrimination

AEHTT &Y derar T

e India was conceived as a permanent, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual federal union, and not as a mono ethno-linguistic majoritarianism
territory.

WﬁWFW,ag-m,ag-m@m@a$wﬁqﬁ$%qaﬁ?mwm,ﬂ%wmm-amuﬁ
aga"@maﬁ & 7 H|

e The difference with states such as China and Russia is that they are only federal in name, the population being made of an ethno-
linguistic group with a majority of upwards of 80% and several other small minority nationalities.

et R TS AT 7 IR T§ § fob & FF AT & T g, 3eTh! AT Teh SA-H9=ET §Hg & Fir g g, oras
80%?@3@1‘4@?@?%%3@%@6, FeUHETS AT gl &l

e InIndia’s case, however, there never was a majority ethno-linguistic group. India is a federation of various ethno-linguistic stakeholders,
none of whom is a majority in India.

gTelifeh, TR & #HS & ol o FIS TEHTTF SAT-HRN Tofg g1 7| AR fAfHeet STAT-s19Rh smofeRT #1 b
T &, S @ S o 6T & sgaegs A gl

e But the major ones among them form the basis of various linguistic States, where they are super majority.
oifthed 397 ¥ JAT SATCF-HNR FHE RS Tl Td $7 3MUR §41d &, g7 9 YW TGaeas 81 &

o But with long-term differences of TFR among States, and thereby, ethno-linguistic groups, this long-settled pattern faces the threat of
being unsettled.

dfehel Tl & oI ofd FHT Tdh TFR & 3R 3R 3 TR, SITA-39 Goggl & i, I§ ol §og @ 1fid deat
FRR G & TR 1 FHAT H @ ¢

e Since 1947, the population proportion of Bengali, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, and Telugu have all
decreased while the population proportion of one language, Hindi, has massively increased, from 36% to nearly 43%b; 43%o is not too far
away from the majority.

1947 &, ST, Fowts, HeITeH, AUSY, 33T, garmelt, affrer, iR S SToreear 3egurd & |t F &alr 38 g, Siafh U
1T, Y, T STeTEEAT 37T 36% @ ST 43% & Hd C@:?r IAT & 43% dg{-i{sélch ¥ Srer g @r gl

Delimitation as a Threat

AT AURT TH @A F T H

e The ratio of Lok Sabha seats allocated to a State to the total number of Lok Sabha seats represents the Stakeholdership Index of a State
in matters of the Union.

U &1 3afed NFae Wel &7 i A NrqHT S ol Wel &1 3T Tod H T Awdl # e gaais
(Stakeholdership Index) T JfafAfRca a=ar |
e Delimitation will reward the non-performers of population control policies that will effectively dominate and determine the policy of the

Union.
AT fAeor Sereear Eer Afaal & 3wha TAT 1 g I, S GHIE ®T @ FE B A W ged e 3R
freTRa &)

e The performers will have a declining say and will be reduced to being mere revenue contributors.
St T AT I ARTdTde @Ie] ST, 3T JITd gean AR F Fdel UeIEd ARETHarat § dael AT

e The proportion of GDP and revenue from non-Hindi States is much greater than their population percentage while the proportion of
GDP and revenue from Hindi States is lesser than their population percentage.

IR-TEST TAT T GDP 3R TSTEa 37k STAaEAT Jiaerd & el 3if¥e g, Jafer By T=ar &1 GDP 3R 91 3 Saear

gfaerd & & gl

e Post delimitation, States such as Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP is dominant, will have their Stakeholdership Index nearly
double.
Har fuRor & a1g, RRR 3 ey gder st s, St derdt w1 wicd 8, 3o REderdy gawiE 7 ofersHer &1 I Jef
grafr|

e States such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu, where the BJP has one to zero seats, will see it being reduced by 30%-40%.

el 3R ARSI S T, ST AR S A vF F YA 8, 3o REAESRY Fashich H 30%-40% cTeh heT 3T |
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Such a situation would skew Indian democracy in favor of the Hindi States, with other regions risking a loss of electoral dominance.
Ul e SRl srehes 1 @l et & gat A grohr &N, TS 3y a¥at &l gardt wsfea @iel T GRT gl

Without electoral dominance and representation in the Union, this would further alienate the non-Hindi states.

gArdr gefed AR g # yfafaftea & e, a5 - asAi @ iR e wramas w1 A S|

Thus, the implementation of delimitation will create the perfect cocktail of layered discrimination.

59 YR, AT fAUROT &7 FRITTadT RAGR HEHTT HT T 316 THYUT 3cdeed M|

Non-Hindi States that have implemented population control measures successfully will lose a say in Union affairs.

S - o STerEEr AT 3Tt i AhedaE o] N ¢, 3 FUT ATFCT # A9 T @ S

Non-Hindi States that contribute a majority of GDP, resources, revenue, and taxes will lose say in how their monies are used.

St IR-REEr s GDP, HHTee, Tored, 3 FA 7 TR DereleT FA §, 9 T6 aF el H A9 ffHenr @ &3 foh 3o
37 Fa sTaAT gt

The “unsuccessful” will create policies for the ‘successful’ with money from the ‘successful’.
G TS Ghel’ USAT & FF  Fhel’ & fow AfAam FaAm0en|
No taxation without representation was the cry in the Boston Tea Party.

aiFed T gidt # ‘yRfAfc & S a8 g8 AR 2|

In a similar vein, delimitation will further shrink the representation of States that produce taxes.

0T ghR, @1AT AUROr 39 Tt F yiafaffeg 31k g St # 3cded ad gl
This is a very risky and dangerous path to pursue.
TE Th SEd & SAQT IR GRAH A g

There is no place for any system in India where some States increasingly look like owners of an imperial center while others mimic
colonies.

AR F fordll ot OF gomel & AT Sterg €T g1 Hehcll, ST8T $© AT Th AHIST &g & Al S fews ot 3R 377
3ufaaell $r dhe H
Therefore, it is necessary to balance two competing constitutional values: formal equality in voting and federalism.

safat, a1 yfaeqet Faefae Hedl w1 Tl S0 IWAT H1EeTH g Adele A Aqaie F@Atrar 3k ¥oarg |

Possible solutions

genfaa AT

There can be many solutions. First, just follow what Mrs. Gandhi and A.B. Vajpayee did and extend the freeze by another 25 years and
defer to a future generation.

Fs ATUTA 8 Tohd &1 T uge), Jar & A el 3R srea el a=dA & Far ar, P & 3k 25 ast & AT gar
¢ 3R 38 Higsy & NG & fav TG T &)

Second, permanently freeze delimitation as far as the India-wide redistribution of seats across States is concerned.

o@T, T fruRor B FUrl ®7 @ B W &, WEH AR IR H et F qaAfdaor & deet A

Third, go through with delimitation as envisaged. But supplement it with a long-due new grand federal compact such that the
Concurrent List is abolished in favour of an expanded State list, all residual powers vested to the States and large-scale transfer of
subjects are made from the Union list to the State list, keeping external defence, external affairs and currency in Delhi’s hands. This
would balance delimitation with decentralisation, softening the majoritarian blow inherent in delimitation.

AT, ST T hoder @ a5 T, HiAT fAURoT S o] w1 dfhd 38 T dlfdd dAU Hg O @ASI & @Y Si1s, dife
FATAGR FT (Concurrent List) S HATCT & &A1 T 3R 30 faeaiRa s G & 9a7 & foram Sre, |afr srafRrse
ATl Tl @l T & AW AR Fw FRATST FH A QA #7193 A W Eeieror Far S, aed e, awd
AHA R ATl oo & grat & @ Av| sq@ HAT FeURor & ary RSFEwIor 1 el s=em, 3R drar Feor &
fAfe ageEaFarg & 9T @ 7 fohar S|

Fourth, preserve the present seat proportion between States in the Lok Sabha but increase the number of seats in each State to partially
offset the representational deficit of population explosion States.

iy, AFEHTH T & T TAAT T I B TAT Y, AfeheT STaraear RAepe are o3t & gfafafea $r w0
IR § F HIfAd e & AT T ToF & dieh i J&dr o]

India is a unique experiment

HRA T g JaT §
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India is not an ethnic-linguistic majoritarian empire like Russia or China. It is not a mono-linguistic nation-state such as Bangladesh
and Thailand.

HRA T SATAIT-HT9TS TEHEIH FAGT Ag) & S8 6 T I NeA| T8 U Tohel-5m Tsg TeT A6 § S for areTerTeer 31X
UIECE]

India is like Africa or Europe, a tapestry of languages, ethnicities, cultures, civilisations and faiths, but with a crucial difference.

HIR 3THYHT AT JAT HT e &, S A3, s, Seepforay, gaaanstt 3R fazardt &1 va det §, afehe g8 wF Agcaqe’
3 &l

It is bound in an inseparable political Union born in the crucible of anti-imperialist struggle with one, unified voice when speaking to
others.

WWWWWﬁWg&T&EﬁmmW%wm?ldchlnﬂ g’ﬂT%‘WEﬁWQ—TWW%
dl T T JTaTST & HTY Sleldr g

India is the grandest experiment of plurality in modern human history. Majoritarianism and partisanship cannot be allowed to undo it
and threaten its unity.

wmm@mwmwwmmélquﬂmmaﬁsﬁwmmm
Tehdl T TR H STl &I AT AET & ST Hebel |

History will not forgive us.
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e The Global Burden of Disease (GBD) Report is a comprehensive annual assessment of health data worldwide, led by the Institute
for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the University of Washington.

e It provides critical insights into mortality, morbidity, and risk factors associated with various diseases, injuries, and health conditions
across countries and demographics.
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Surprise spike
October’s inflation pace surpasses
expectations, dashing rate cut hopes

l ndia’s consumer prices have gained fresh

momentum over September and October,

rendering the tangible softening in inflation
to a pace below the official median target of 4% in
the two months preceding them, a fleeting re-
prieve. From 3.65% in August, retail price rise
had hit a nine-month high of 5.5% in September.
To be clear, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s Mo-
netary Policy Committee (MPC), in its October re-
view, had termed the inflation moderation as
slow and uneven, and anticipated a reversal in
September. A sharp surge in vegetable prices,
particularly tomato, from the onset of the festiv-
al-packed month of October, and an uptick in ed-
ible oil prices after nearly two years of decline,
had stoked anticipation that the inflation may
end up a tad higher than September. However,
the Consumer Price Index for October beat all
economists’ projections by a wide margin, to rise
6.2%, the highest since August 2023 when it was
up 6.8%.

Food prices remained the key bugbear as they
have been through most high inflation periods
this year. However, the uptick was alarming at
10.9%, the highest since last July, with urban con-
sumers facing a sharper 11.1% uptick. Within the
food basket, vegetable prices boomed 42.2%, the
highest surge in almost five years, led by tomato
prices that more than doubled year-on-year. Glo-
bal edible oil price spikes also weighed in along
with pricier fruits. The Finance Ministry, in its
economic review late last month, had highlighted
that the current bout of inflation is driven by a
few food items and is not feeding into other items
of consumption. Core inflation (excluding food
and energy) has been well under the headline in-
flation rate and continued to be comfortable, and
sufficient food grain buffers with a healthy kharif
harvest, it said, would alleviate price pressures.
These assumptions may need a rethink. The Go-
vernor of the RBI, Shaktikanta Das, had noted
that core inflation had bottomed out, and is be-
ginning to show — personal care and effects’ pric-
es were up 11% in October. Even if food prices
cool with fresh crop arrivals in coming months,
other components of the price gauge are heating
up. A durable decline in inflation that the MPC is
waiting for to mull interest rate cuts is now a poor
prospect while hopes of a December rate cut are
out of the window. That this coincides with a pe-
riod of slackening growth momentum and nota-
bly waning demand in urban India bodes ill for
private investments. Policymakers at the Centre
must acknowledge the interlinked challenge of
inflation and consumption, so that an attempt
can be made to fix what they can with the fiscal
tools at their disposal — be it tax cuts, or better
food management.

Surprise spike

3T &Y 919

October’s inflation pace surpasses expectations, dashing rate cut hopes

¥R & g A1 afq 35l & 3w W@, a0 o H Fedh #q
3 yfae
India’s Inflation: Rising Consumer Prices

R #Y AEIS: Toct ITsiear HFAa

. India’s consumer prices have gained fresh momentum over September and October, rendering
the tangible softening in inflation to a pace below the official median target of 4% in the two months
preceding them, a fleeting reprieve.

HRT T 3YFT Prarct F Rdat 3R srargar & R dreeh 3m$ &, orad Jgens & s 4%
& THRT 6T T gl ol AT @l oY, ag 3uril Wgd a4 5|

. From 3.65% in August, retail price rise had hit a nine-month high of 5.5% in September.
T 3 3.65% W RAGH A Ger 7T Jef0 9 HelA & ITdcdd &N 5.5% W GG TS|

o To be clear, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), in its

October review, had termed the inflation moderation as slow and uneven, and anticipated a reversal in
September.

Tee &0 U, qRAT Rerd d& (RBI) i ATfaed qifed FAL (MPC) & 319+t srarea Giet
F A A Falr & N 3R srgAe garr o, 3R RAGER T SHF gelea T 3 SId1S
AT

o A sharp surge in vegetable prices, particularly tomato, from the onset of the festival-packed
month of October, and an uptick in edible oil prices after nearly two years of decline, had stoked
anticipation that the inflation may end up a tad higher than September.

HFEE & AN A I 3N § Fiewral i HACT A Ao, AT &7 § TARI i HieAdt
#, 3R FETeRT aF Al & 96 W Jat H AT H JEU F Ig 3G s F Agns
fder @ disr 3w g w2

. However, the Consumer Price Index for October beat all economists’ projections by a wide
margin, to rise 6.2%o, the highest since August 2023 when it was up 6.8%.

glellieh, 3raea & U 3usarar Hed FaFi® (CPI) Fafr 3rdenfEd & sfasgarorat
3 3R O AT &, 31 6.2% deh 96 AT, S 3MET 2023 & &1 &7 3TIdH AT I ITE 6.8%

am|

. Food prices remained the key bugbear as they have been through most high inflation periods this
year. However, the uptick was alarming at 10.9%, the highest since last July, with urban consumers
facing a sharper 11.1% uptick.

e FAT 36 a¥ 3T AGINS & AR FAT doh T FHEAT &1 G| glefifen, gafer
10.9%aa:q'§€r IS, S TSl S[ATS & T 7 STaAH T, 3R AGY IUHIFAIN r 11.1%
HAF & 1 FHAT FIAT 37|

. Within the food basket, vegetable prices boomed 42.2%, the highest surge in almost five years,
led by tomato prices that more than doubled year-on-year.

Qe SEhe #, Hieordl 1 HIACH H 42.2% H TG g, SN AT Ird af H Fod T
gl &, oraH TATET BT AT Aol e A1l ST & 31 g a1

o Global edible oil price spikes also weighed in along with pricier fruits.

dfRaes @ieh del &I HAdE H Felall & 1 AGT Foil & Y AT JH1T STelm|

e The Finance Ministry, in its economic review late last month, had highlighted that the current bout of inflation is driven by a few food
items and is not feeding into other items of consumption.

T #aTer, 3roel 3w weleT X Nod AQN F 3 F Ig TA BF TTAT AGE FO WET TEHT GIRT 3T &Y
W & 3N TE 3T 3N aEGHT A A et W

e Core inflation (excluding food and energy) has been well under the headline inflation rate and continued to be comfortable, and sufficient
food grain buffers with a healthy kharif harvest, it said, would alleviate price pressures.

AT FEIS (W 3R Tl T BIga) ATT AFINE X F FIHT F T & AN IF INeTers o= W ¢, 3R wiieg

Gledleol 6T & A1 Teh TIET GAF BT, 3Hel &hel, Hed Galldl I A S|
e These assumptions may need a rethink.
ST ITATAT I GoT: fIUR otel T maegenar g Hendll g

e The Governor of the RBI, Shaktikanta Das, had noted that core inflation had bottomed out, and is beginning to show — personal care
and effects’ prices were up 11% in October.
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cAfFaaTd q@aTer 3R gora AT IrFgaT 7 11% ¢ A

e Even if food prices cool with fresh crop arrivals in coming months, other components of the price gauge are heating up.
el & 37T aTel FEIAT H ol BH & 3MITHA ¥ e HIAd 331 g, 3F Hed uceh H & W/ &

e A durable decline in inflation that the MPC is waiting for to mull interest rate cuts is now a poor prospect while hopes of a December
rate cut are out of the window.

a8 TURT FAgIS # FARrae, o & Saeik MPC o017 &3t 3 seldl W IR et & T & T@T T, 31« Ueh SHeN
HHATTAT §e1 el g, STafeh e # ¥ wekdr & 37l waAred 81 15 8

e That this coincides with a period of slackening growth momentum and notably waning demand in urban India bodes ill for private
investments.

IJg U VO gHT H AT F & WT ¢ o9 Qg &1 afa el & B § 3R Ay &7 agdy aRa & #Awr ge @ g, Sy
fosh faet & fow ufdeer d@ad Bl

o Policymakers at the Centre must acknowledge the interlinked challenge of inflation and consumption, so that an attempt can be made to
fix what they can with the fiscal tools at their disposal — be it tax cuts, or better food management.

Fad A AR #EIS IR 3T F IO 3 gU AN A ggEE AR, Ak I 3 ey suERo
3UGRT %k Sl GUR I Feho! &, Sl FX H Feldl I1 S6c WIgT YauaT, a8 G918 har ST T |

The impact of PMUY in Jammu and Kashmir

IGS Paper Il: Government Schemes |

he International Energy
Agency says about 681
million people in India
rely on solid fuels for
cooking. This poses series health
and environmental concerns. The
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) aims to promote the
adoption of clean fuel by
providing subsidised LPG
connections to poor households.
So far, the government has
provided 10.3 crore LPG
connections under this scheme.
We studied the impact of the
scheme in Jammu and Kashmir.
The study utilises primary
survey data from 820 households
across 48 villages in the districts of
Kulgam and Rajouri, which are
relatively disadvantaged. A
systematic random sampling
method was employed, with 24
villages selected from each
district, ensuring coverage of all
the tehsils within the districts. The
number of villages chosen from
each tehsil was proportional to its
population size. The survey design
ensures representation from
different economic categories,
including Above Poverty Line
(APL), Below Poverty Line (BPL),
and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
households. Comprehensive
questionnaires were administered
to female household members
who were responsible for cooking.

LPG connection adoption
We found that in the rural areas of
J&K, 85.07% of the households
have official LPG connections.
Nearly 68% of these were
procured under the PMUY. Only
4.41% of households in rural areas,
particularly in hilly regions such as
Rajouri (in Jammu), do not have
access to LPG, while 10.53% rely
on unofficial connections.
However, despite this
substantial increase in LPG
availability, traditional cooking
methods remain pervasive. About
92% of the households still
maintain traditional chulhas, and
85% of the households engage in
fuel stacking, using both solid
fuels and LPG. This pattern is
reflective of cultural attachment to
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Expanding the
network of LPG
distribution
points in rural
areas and
extending
financial support
for refills could
further increase
clean fuel
adoption

traditional cooking methods, as
well as the problem of
affordability, which limits
exclusive reliance on LPG.

The average number of LPG
cylinders consumed per
household in the last six months is
3.56, which indicates moderate
usage. In Kulgam, the PMUY
beneficiary households reported a
higher adoption rate (3.54
cylinders) than eligible non-PMUY
consumer households (3.21). In
Rajouri, the adoption rate among
PMUY beneficiary households is
lower than general consumer
households. The reliance on solid
fuels such as firewood, with an
average consumption of 226
kilogrammes per household in six
months, reflects the dual-use
cooking system.

One of the primary objectives
of PMUY is to alleviate the health
burden on women by reducing
their exposure to indoor smoke
from traditional cooking fuels. The
survey revealed significant health
benefits for women in households
that adopted LPG under the
PMUY, in Kulgam. Among BPL
households, the incidence of
respiratory problems, such as
coughing, chest infections, and
headaches, showed a marked
reduction. Non-PMUY beneficiary
BPL households reported a 24%
incidence of coughing during the
one-month period immediately
preceding the data collection,
while PMUY beneficiaries saw a
drop to 21%. The reduction is even
more significant in AAY
households, where
non-beneficiaries reported a 13%
incidence of coughing, but
beneficiaries saw it drop to 10%.
Similar trends were observed for
headaches and chest infections.

Households with additional
appliances such as rice cookers,
and educated members, also
experienced better health
outcomes. For instance, PMUY
beneficiaries with rice cookers
reported a reduced incidence of
coughing (20%) compared to
non-beneficiaries. Households
where the main cook had
secondary or above education saw

the incidence of chest infections
drop to 4% among BPL
households.

Barriers to exclusive LPG usage
However, certain barriers
continue to hinder exclusive
reliance on clean cooking fuel.
The first is the lack of awareness
about the health benefits of LPG.
In the survey, 47% of the
households were unaware of the
health risks associated with solid
fuel use. This is compounded by
the fact that 64% of the
households do not own a TV, and
33% of households reported that
the female members responsible
for cooking do not possess a
mobile phone. These gaps in
communication highlight the need
for targeted awareness campaigns.

The second barrier is financial.
The cost of refilling LPG cylinders
remains a burden for many
households. This often leads to
fuel stacking, where households
resort to cheaper but more
harmful solid fuels. Fuel stacking
remains prevalent in 85% of the
households, underscoring the
need for more comprehensive
financial support to make LPG
refills more affordable.

The study highlights the
importance of awareness and
access to modern appliances in
promoting clean fuels. Households
with greater awareness of health
benefits of LPG reported higher
LPG consumption (3.73 cylinders
on average) and lower firewood
consumption (216 kg) compared to
those without such awareness.
Also, households that did not
perceive a taste difference
between food cooked on LPG and
traditional fuels were more likely
to rely solely on LPG, with an
average consumption of 4.27
cylinders. The availability of rice
cookers correlates with a higher
LPG usage (3.59 cylinders) as
compared to households without
these appliances.

Expanding the network of LPG
distribution points in rural areas
and extending financial support
for refills could further increase
clean fuel adoption.
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The impact of PMUY in Jammu and Kashmir
FFH 3R FAR # dvAgas F1 90T

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) and its Impact in Jammu and Kashmir

TUTAHAl IooaT A (PMUY) 3R S 3R #edA & gwet o

e The International Energy Agency says about 681 million people in India rely on solid fuels for cooking, posing serious health and
environmental concerns.

SEXAUAT UeToil UoTd! gdl & F R 7 orererer 681 AT dlr yRuRe ot 7 3TN @Wiellr 91 & T axa g,
oed Fareey 3R HiaRofia F@EaT 3cded g g

e The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) aims to promote the adoption of clean fuel by providing subsidised LPG connections
to poor households.

YHTAFRN 3soadl A= (PMUY) FT 36628 IRIT Haushholds 3T HFS Teldisit Haeriel Yeld dich T8 $UT ATl T
Jerar ¢ gl

e So far, the government has provided 10.3 crore LPG connections under this scheme.

39 dF, WHR & 3T AT & dgd 10.3 FNS Terdiell Faderd vl Fu &

Study in Jammu and Kashmir
¥ 3R FAR F reawaT

e The study uses primary survey data from 820 households across 48 villages in the districts of Kulgam and Rajouri, which are
relatively disadvantaged.

31T # 820 URARY 7 WrafAw & 373U foham I g, S Ferana 3R TSR et & 48 amat & forar amm g, S
JelelcAs® &9 & o3 gU ¢l

e A systematic random sampling method was employed, with 24 villages selected from each district, ensuring coverage of all tehsils
within the districts.

yorellaey Arefeas Ao RAfr w1 sqaler far arr or, s g« e @ 24 1@t 1 93+ fohar I, fored et & @i
dedelt 1 gfafafica giared g @

e The survey design ensures representation from different economic categories, including Above Poverty Line (APL), Below Poverty
Line (BPL), and Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) households.

qdeTuT fSeise e nfd+ Aot gfafaftcs giafRaa wwar &, 5w & @ & s (APL), Tl ar & @i
(BPL), 3R 37c@ed 31e=T ST (AAY) & IRAR afder £
o Comprehensive questionnaires were administered to female household members who were responsible for cooking.

@@l g F fAv FdeR AfRar aXe Wew T I A9 TRaAdel fadRd @ s o)

LPG Connection Adoption
Tadisll Saterelel 3TY=ATAT

e Inthe rural areas of Jammu and Kashmir, 85.07% of the households have official LPG connections.
I AR FARF FHIOT SemaRT 7 85.07% wRY A INRAFRE vediel Foaen £

e Nearly 68% of these were procured under the PMUY.
SoTH I ST 68% Al PMUY & dgd Wed U T 9|

e Only 4.41% of households in rural areas, particularly in Rajouri, do not have access to LPG, while 10.53% rely on unofficial
connections.

ITHATOT &1 7 A 4.41% BT Y, TIATHT WA 3, verdislr v ghawr g7 8, SR 10.53% wler I-snftwieE wewE
faeix &I

o Despite substantial increase in LPG availability, traditional cooking methods remain pervasive.
TSl &1 3TCsHdT H Agcaqol geftr & Sldsfe, IRIRNE WA Tl & s 19 §9 § Jafad gl

e About 92% of the households still maintain traditional chulhas, and 85% engage in fuel stacking, using both solid fuels and LPG.
STITHIT 9296 TRT 3 379 3 IRuRSF Fog TAT ST §, 31 85% B §treT Tefher st €, Tl At aRaRar Seret 31K wordish 7
39T A gl

e This pattern is reflective of cultural attachment to traditional cooking methods, as well as the problem of affordability, which limits
exclusive reliance on LPG.

Ig Yoot aepfas S3ma 3 anfdw Reufa #r aRome 8, S vardish o qut foeiar & @ffa sar g
e The average number of LPG cylinders consumed per household in the last six months is 3.56, indicating moderate usage.

oo o8 AT & 3igdeT 3.56 Tardlell fRAeETufa av 399 fFw av, Sy #EIHw 39ANer o 2T &l

e In Kulgam, PMUY beneficiary households reported a higher adoption rate (3.54 cylinders) than eligible non-PMUY consumer
households (3.21).

FedaH A, PMUY wmerreft exi & 3% 3r9eTar &X (3.54 Felst) RAIE &1, Stelfeh 91T IR-PMUY 3ustierdl eR_T o (3.21)
STAAT TR

¢ In Rajouri, the adoption rate among PMUY beneficiary households is lower than general consumer households.
TSR #, PMUY amsmeft &_T & 39allel &7 &3 AT 3HFAT 8T § A gl

e The reliance on solid fuels such as firewood, with an average consumption of 226 kg per household in six months, reflects the dual-use
cooking system.
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aFE 3 IRARF Sy i FeRar, orad 3iaas 226 fraame ufa o) o A6 & 39T fFar Sar §, Qed-3uaer @
Tt AT gomely HF gitar &

Health Benefits of PMUY Adoption in Kulgam
PMUY & @18 FaReT T YHIT - Feland J

One of the primary objectives of PMUY is to alleviate the health burden on women by reducing their exposure to indoor smoke from
traditional cooking fuels.

PMUY &I Teh 93T 3¢eT Al TR FRLT T a5l HH HTT g, (99T T § WRETT $U7 § 3cTeet AR G303
3% TUh Hl HH HLEAT|

The survey revealed significant health benefits for women in households that adopted LPG under the PMUY, in Kulgam.

I&TOT H FEAHA A PMUY & T LPG 301 drel R & AfGen3t & fov Agcaqot Fareey any ie@me arv|

Among BPL households, the incidence of respiratory problems such as coughing, chest infections, and headaches showed a marked
reduction.

BPL 9RERT & a0 a3l o @i, Brcdt # AT, 3N RAtes i gea3it F vase war et 715

Non-PMUY beneficiary BPL households reported a 24% incidence of coughing during the one-month period immediately preceding the
data collection, while PMUY beneficiaries saw a drop to 21%.

Non-PMUY @Tareft BPL 9R@RT 7 Ueh #AGIA T 31af & SiRIeT 24% @I T geaT ad18, Sidfeh PMUY arefiiat & I8 geaw
21% @Y TS|

The reduction is even more significant in AAY households, where non-beneficiaries reported a 13% incidence of coughing, but
beneficiaries saw it drop to 10%.

g AT AAY IRERT A 3N 87 31fte Fgeaqot &, Sigr -omsnidat & 13% @iet &1 gear aarg, sefe amnidar # T

HeHhT 10% &1 TS|
Similar trends were observed for headaches and chest infections.

RAtES 3N o #F FFAT S v oY gAT T @ 1|

Households with additional appliances such as rice cookers, and educated members, also experienced better health outcomes.
5 IRt 7 arad gHA gt 3gEHIer S AfaReFd 3uaor 3R RNfAT FeT 3, 3l Y SgR Ty aRone 7|
For instance, PMUY beneficiaries with rice cookers reported a reduced incidence of coughing (20%) compared to non-beneficiaries.

3CIT0T & forw, PMUY arerreft i ar@ argel gahler arel 3UaoT 3, 3egie @it I g 7 Al (20%) Rare &, s 3R-
ST & Ha oY

Households where the main cook had secondary or above education saw the incidence of chest infections drop to 4% among BPL
households.

ST R A FAea WA F Ird gfacdiaF a1 3u FW A Rew N, 37gie BPL qRERT 7 STt & WHACT HI T T Hea]
4% |

Barriers to Exclusive LPG Usage

LPG & 3w 3qdler & «renme

However, certain barriers continue to hinder exclusive reliance on clean cooking fuel.

gTalifeh, T& aTUTY Fe6 $Ua & fIAY 3TANT H FHae srercdt Wl 2|

The first is the lack of awareness about the health benefits of LPG.

Ugoll §T4T LPG & Ty ol & SR & auron 1 FaAr g

In the survey, 47% of households were unaware of the health risks associated with solid fuel use.
FARTOT &, 47% ORI I 3 $4eT & 3TANT { 31 FEARey Af@AT & aR & SRy 787 |

This is compounded by the fact that 64% of households do not own a TV, and 33% of households reported that the female members
responsible for cooking do not possess a maobile phone.

Ig 30 a2 ¥ 3R d¢ I1ar § 6 64% i & 9 St 81 &, 3R 33% wRisT Ruic har ff @& gee i SFaer afger
HEET & ITH AGSS BT A8l &

These gaps in communication highlight the need for targeted awareness campaigns.

TR # ¥ IR AT TRrRwar IFfAIET T 39ThdT F IR &l &l

The second barrier is financial.

COIUE LI D E R

The cost of refilling LPG cylinders remains a burden for many households.

LPG feistl I R & o1& 1 aerd &5 R & faT ook §igr se g3 &

This often leads to fuel stacking, where households resort to cheaper but more harmful solid fuels.

T IFEX U HAGYT I HRUT oIl §, ST TR T Afhed 1A gIiipRey S ST T 3UAT Fd gl

Fuel stacking remains prevalent in 85% of households, underscoring the need for more comprehensive financial support to make LPG
refills more affordable.

YT WUAGYT 85% BRI H TdTeld &, SiT LPG fAeisy &l 31 fFwadr s & e 31f¥e caae snfds awda &r
3TIRIHAT HT AT &l

Promoting Clean Fuels Through Awareness and Access
SehdT AR 9T & ATA § TOS $ual A Forar &
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The study highlights the importance of awareness and access to modern appliances in promoting clean fuels.

I Ig fe@rdr & & Taes U 1 SglaT ool H FehT IR YIS ST T Igd A Fecd ¢

Households with greater awareness of health benefits of LPG reported higher LPG consumption (3.73 cylinders on average) and lower
firewood consumption (216 kg) compared to those without such awareness.

S5 TR #LPG & Tareew amsil & ufa 31f0% Sereehdr oY, 3=l 310 LPG 39T (3itadae 3.73 Rel=w) 3iR o a&d)
HT 39AT (216 FFaamT) RO Far, Safer ST arg OHY SRrRahdr 81 oY
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e Also, households that did not perceive a taste difference between food cooked on LPG and traditional fuels were more likely to rely
solely on LPG, with an average consumption of 4.27 cylinders.

g% 31arTaT, [T TR & LPG 3R 9RURSE St & Toh el & S TIg & FE JaT =gl AT, 3 bR LPG WX fAsk
o T gHGaT W@, foaer 3iaa 3user 4.27 ResT

e The availability of rice cookers correlates with a higher LPG usage (3.59 cylinders) as compared to households without these appliances.
A YHT dTel IYFIOT hT ST LPG & FTa 3941 (3.59 RAAST) & A1y A @ieh 8, 51 3o =R’T & Feohrael oot I1d
I 3YRIOT TGl gl
o Expanding the network of LPG distribution points in rural areas and extending financial support for refills could further increase
clean fuel adoption.

arftor & F LPG Rawor Fgi o1 dcad s AR g: ad & v s gwde 9o @ F@es $ua F Iqemm & 3R
g g Fhell Bl

Municipal corporations’ tax revenuie share rise in recent years

Corporations in the southern States — Karnataka, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu — are on top of the list in terms of own tax revenue generation

|GS Paper II: Local Governance |

DATA POINT compared to FY20. Their depen-
dence on Central and State govern- &
i e Income and expenditure statement
The Hindu Data Team During this period, the share of  Charts were sourced from the Reserve Bank of India’s ‘Report on Municipal Finances’

tions in India are estimated to
generate 50% of their revenue
from their own taxes, fees, and us-
er charges. A further 25% comes
from revenue grants provided by
the Central and State govern-
ments. The remaining portion
comprises rental income, com-
pensations, and investment in-
come, according to a recent Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) report.
The Report on Municipal Fi-
nances shows significant improve-
ment since the first edition re-
leased two years ago. The latest
report examines the fiscal position
of 232 municipal corporations
from 2019-20 to 2023-24 (Budget
Estimates or BE), focusing on the
theme ‘Own Sources of Revenue

l n FY24, municipal corpora-

revenue from own taxes increased
from 27.3% to 30%, fees and user
charges rose from 18.7% to 20.2%,
while the share of revenue grants,
contributions, and subsidies de-
clined from 27.9% to 24.9%.

The share of compensations
and rental incomes stayed the
same (13% and 6% of the revenue
receipts, respectively). Interest
earned on loans and income from
investments formed 1-2% of the ov-
erall revenue in both periods.

Long term: Chart 2 displays
the components of revenue re-
ceipts for all municipal corpora-
tions between FY17 (the year be-
fore GST implementation) and
FY24 (BE). Overall, in the post-GST
period (from FY18 onwards), own
tax revenue as a share of total reve-
nue has declined for municipal
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Municipal corporations’ tax revenue share rise in recent years

g & Tl H IR oAl & T Targ # BFEASHT 7

Corporations in the southern States — Karnataka, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu — are on top of
the list in terms of own tax revenue generation

cfarol Tt - Feles, deranen R affiaarg - 7 FafAAr T F T YT F AFS A A A

ofiy o¥ &

Municipal Corporation Revenue in India for FY24

AT # FY24 & AT FeRuifaesT AT 6 o fufa

e In FY24, municipal corporations in India are estimated to generate 50% of their revenue from their own taxes, fees, and user charges.

FY24 3, IR # AIRTTTolehl ITAT T 3T € 1o d 379a T T 50% A1 T Y FA, Yool 3R STAThAT Yoshi

T 3cYoeT HIT|

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur.
Contact Number: 9971932488

e A further 25% comes from revenue grants provided by the Central and State governments.

25% 3tfaferd g 3R Uo7 TERT garr Ru v Terea eqe=i § 30 B
e The remaining portion comprises rental income, compensations, and investment income, according to a recent Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) report.

Ay feEar R it 3ma, wfaqfd, 3tk frder smr @ w@efa 8, s & giforan sivedir Rerd o« (RB1) i A # adrn ar=n
gl

Report on Municipal Finances

FIRuIferT faa v Rae

e The Report on Municipal Finances shows significant improvement since the first edition released two years ago.
ToRurfasT fad o R & Moo et aui & ggell TEmor & SR gld & i Ageaqol UK @ 1w |

e The latest report examines the fiscal position of 232 municipal corporations from 2019-20 to 2023-24 (Budget Estimates or BE),
focusing on the theme ‘Own Sources of Revenue Generation in Municipal Corporations: Opportunities and Challenges’.

Aot RAIC 7 2019-20 & 2023-24 (1€ HATAT AT BE) deh 232 FaRutfart faarat i R Rufa & gefer & a5 ¢,
ST IRt et & T IeUeT WA F @I F W A IR gAfAAr v w ST B
e The scope of the report has been expanded to include more municipal corporations.

ROIE & RN & [{EaR T 30F FeRafasr Awat s enfae = =& gl

e Itis further enriched by findings from a primary survey on property taxes.

I WUl F0 W arafas adfaor @ ared frswst & 3R o wHey &

Revenue Sources of Municipal Corporations

TIRUTIfrT fAerAT & Tered 9

e Charts 1 and 2 compare the revenue sources of municipal corporations — own tax, non-tax, and transfers from the Centre/States —
over two periods: the short term (FY24 compared to the year just before the pandemic) and the long term (FY24 compared to the year just
before the implementation of GST).

e 1 3R 2 FoRwifer et & Torea A - @ & W, -, AR FEAST F FARTRO — A JoT Fd ¢ al
Jraftrdt #: @ waftr (FY24 & Jore #gralt & 8 qgel & a¥ @) 3R rafdr (Fy24 i Jorer Sheady o gl & S
ggel & a¥ &)l

e Transfers include revenue grants from the Finance Commission, State Finance Commission, State, and Central government. In some
cases, it may also include reimbursement for expenses and contribution towards schemes.

TUATROT & fae maer, e faw amahr, 157 3R FAT WER A S el A §| o Al A, g0 @i Hr
wf e feraet 3R ATen3i & Frerer off enfAer g |eherr &

Short Term Revenue Comparison
oY A & ST A Jole

e Short term: Chart 1 displays the components of revenue receipts for all municipal corporations in FY24 (BE) and FY20 (the year before
the pandemic).

oY 3afer =€ 17 FY24 (BE) 3R FY20 (AEART & Ugel & a¥) & Hafl soRarieienl @Al o& Torea Tiitadl & e o
g a3 g

e Asshown, the ability of municipal corporations to raise their own revenue through taxes, fees, and charges has improved in FY24
compared to FY20.

SHT o fe@mar arm B, ATt fAorAl i Tad & qered Sched 6 A GTHAT T & FU, Yol iR Yohl & ATeqH
A FY24 FFY20 6 JofeTl & 95K §$ 2

e Their dependence on Central and State government grants has decreased.

3 g AR ToT WFRT F IefeEt W eiRar A s 3 g

Municipal Corporation Revenue Analysis for FY?24

FY24 & foT aeRaifaeT AT & Toreq faeawor

e During this period, the share of revenue from own taxes increased from 27.3% to 30%b, fees and user charges rose from 18.7% to
20.2%, while the share of revenue grants, contributions, and subsidies declined from 27.9% to 24.9%.

SH AT & SR, T F FU Y Uoied 1 FEAT27.3% F 30% T FT, Yol A STAFAr Yol 7 18.7% & 20.2% T
I S, ST Tered Heparal, Aeral 3R Faflst 1 REAT 27.9% & 24.9% T T I

e The share of compensations and rental incomes stayed the same (13% and 6% of the revenue receipts, respectively).
yfagfel iR M & 3y &1 REAT FATT T @I (13% IR 6% ToiEd Tl I, haer)|
e Interest earned on loans and income from investments formed 1-2% of the overall revenue in both periods.

FOI o sarer 3R el @ st safeat 3 T Tored &1 1-29% T §

Long Term Revenue Comparison

drdwifas TerEa Ay Jere

e Long term: Chart 2 displays the components of revenue receipts for all municipal corporations between FY17 (the year before GST
implementation) and FY24 (BE).

drerfare: a1 2 H FY17 (99 STEdY o9 gld & Tgel &l a¥) 3R FY24 (BE) & & Heft seRrforepr oAt & Terea
STt & geahl Hr G2aT AT gl

e Overall, in the post-GST period (from FY18 onwards), own tax revenue as a share of total revenue has declined for municipal
corporations.
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Fol ey, Newdt & ae $i1 3af & (FY18 ), Fad & FT TIEd T Fol Tolkd # ffEAT daRrferenr @At & fav e
I B

e Conversely, the share of transfers from Central and State governments has increased.
g% AT, $5 3R ToT WERI T TR F1 R ser ¥

e InFY17, 43% of municipal corporations’ revenue receipts came from their own tax revenue compared to only 30% in FY24.
FY17 &, FIRuTforehT faerat 6 439% Toed Witaar 3+0c TaT & $T ASTET T TS, ST FY24 & Ig shadl 30% A

e So, while there has been a short-term improvement in the revenue-raising capabilities of municipal corporations, the long-term decline
in this potential has been substantial.

oY, Stefeh eRaTforehT AT & TorEd-3cqest it &1 &7t & oy safrd gur S &, 39 Qaifae TR1ae & &rehr
FAY TS &

Top States in Own Tax Revenue
TWT F T Tored # A w57

e In FY24, own tax revenue which includes property tax, water tax, electricity tax, education tax, and other local taxes was highest in
Karnataka (53.8%0), followed by Telangana (50.3%), Tamil Nadu (44.3%), and Jharkhand (44.0%).

FY24 &, FaT & $T AT o0 Ui &3, ST 3, oorell &3, R 3, 3R 3107 TUg o A §, detest (53.8%) &
FaY AR AT, 8% STG AT (50.3%), ARATATZ (44.3%), 3R FRES (44.0%) 3|

e Among major States, Rajasthan, Odisha, and Uttarakhand had the lowest ratios.
YHE UEl A, TSI, 3T, 3R STREs A G S 3d1d 27|

Municipal Expenditure Quality
TIRUITAHT =TT HT IJoTaw

e The quality of municipal corporations’ expenditure is improving.
FeRIfoe et & s it Joraar F FUR & @ ¢

e The share of revenue expenditure in their total expenditure has declined from 43.9% in 2019-20 to 38.5% in 2023-24 (BE), with a
corresponding increase in capital expenditure from 56.1% to 61.5%.

3eTeh ol oUT A UG 4T dI FEAT 2019-20 H 43.9% @ Teah 2023-24 (BE) H38.5% &1 a1 &, WY & Gollorar s &
56.1% & ST 61.5% & =T gl
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Why is there discontent in Maharashtra?

Despite the Maratha community’s political dominance, significant sections of the population face economic challenges due to agricultural distress and lack of

employment. This has led to calls for reservation which in turn has caused anxiety within OBC and SC groups
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n Maharashtra, the extensive

network of cooperatives,

particularly in the banking, sugar,

and dairy sectors, has been
instrumental in forging strong patronage
linkages that have reinforced the Maratha
community’s dominant hold on State
power. These cooperatives serve not only
as economic entities but also as vital
socio-political institutions that facilitate
control over resources, employment, and
local governance.

By controlling such cooperatives,
Maratha politicians can extend patronage
to farmers, workers, and local businesses,
thereby securing loyalty and support. The
cooperative model works well for both
the farmers and the rural elite. Being part
of a cooperative meant the farmer was
assured of a minimum price for the
procurement of his crop and had a
guaranteed market at the time of sowing.
Thus, he could borrow with ease, and the
banks were also assured of repayments in
good time. Moreover, cooperatives have
provided a platform for Maratha leaders
to ascend to significant political positions.

However, this patronage system has
marginalised other communities by
concentrating economic and political
power within the Maratha elite. This
concentration has led to disparities in
resource allocation and access to
opportunities for non-Maratha groups,
reinforcing social hierarchy. It has also
allowed Maratha leaders to negotiate and
form alliances that favour their interests,
often at the expense of broader inclusive
development. The cooperative model has
not only played an important role in
continuing the long dominance of
Congress in the State but has also been
used by other political parties to expand
their electoral base, either by setting up
their own cooperatives, or by co-opting
and incorporating existing cooperative
leaders into their party fold, facilitating
rampant party switching between such
cooperative doyens.

Reservations and dynasty politics
Despite the Maratha community’s
political dominance, significant sections
of the population face economic
challenges due to agricultural distress and
lack of employment. This economic
hardship has led to increased
unemployment and financial instability
within the community, fuelling discontent
and a sense of marginalisation.

The demand for reservations in
education and government employment
has become a central issue for the
Marathas. Feeling excluded from the
benefits afforded to Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), Maratha youth
have organised large-scale protests and
agitations seeking inclusion in the
reservation system. In 2016, the State
witnessed several huge demonstrations
known as Maratha ‘mook morchas’.
Although these ‘mook morchas’ claimed
to be apolitical in nature, with political
parties kept out and managed only by
social organisations, the impact of these
marches was felt in the political realm
with leaders like Manoj Jarange-Patil
emerging to advocate for Maratha
reservations. This demand for reservation
is expected to have adverse effects for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the region.

Fragmented arena: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi being felicitated during the release of Mahavikas
Aghadi (MVA) guarantees for the Maharashtra Assembly elections, in Mumbai on November 6. ANI

Factionalism and infighting within the
Maratha community have also emerged as
significant aspects of its politics. Internal
divisions based on sub-regional loyalties,
personal rivalries, and differing political
affiliations have fragmented the
community’s unified political stance. This
fragmentation weakens the collective
bargaining power of the Marathas and
complicates efforts to address common
issues. Dynasty politics is another
concern, with political leadership often
concentrated within a few influential
families. The perception that political
power is inherited rather than earned
contributed to the feeling of
disillusionment among younger and less
privileged Marathas.

The present elections in Maharashtra
has one of the highest orders of nepotism
ever played in the State. For example, in
Nandurbar district, there are four
constituencies, all reserved for STs.
Dynasty politics reigns supreme in this
belt, with all power alternating between
two families at the central and State level.
The Padavi and Gavit families have their
members contesting from all four seats,
with some of the remaining members of
the family contesting on independent
tickets. This is a long-term failure on
behalf of the State and democracy at
large. In most of the reserved
constituencies, politics has failed to
develop a new, decentralised class of
leadership. Most of the communities,
irrespective of their strength in the State
population, have not had political
representation in the past six to seven
decades. For example, Lingayats, a
numerically small caste like Malis, who
have been actively assertive in recent
times have not had significant
representatives from the community.

The BJP’s role in mobilising OBCs
The BJP has played a strategic role in

counter-mobilising OBCs against the
Maratha community’s demands for
reservation in Maharashtra. Recognising
the potential to expand its electoral base,
the BJP has actively engaged with various
OBC groups to consolidate support and
position itself as a defender of their
interests, which was made clear from the
speeches of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his initial election campaign in
the State for the 2024 Assembly elections.

The Maratha demand for inclusion in
the OBC category has raised concerns
among existing OBC communities about
the dilution of their reservation benefits.
The BJP has capitalised on this anxiety by
aligning with prominent OBC leaders and
supporting their opposition to Maratha
inclusion in the OBC quota.

The BJP’s growth in Maharashtra
through OBC mobilisation involves a
combination of caste-based strategies and
welfare policies aimed at addressing OBC
concerns. The party has advocated for
sub-categorisation within the OBCs to
ensure equitable distribution of
reservation benefits, further solidifying its
support among marginalised sub-groups.
The party has strategically fielded
candidates from various OBC subgroups,
such as the Malis, Dhangars, Vanjaris, and
others, to resonate with these
communities. The late Gopinath Munde, a
prominent BJP leader from the Vanjari
caste, was instrumental in mobilising OBC
support, establishing the party’s foothold
in Marathwada. The BJP’s role in
counter-mobilising OBCs against Maratha
reservation demands has been a
calculated political strategy that has
contributed to its growth in Maharashtra.

Dalit politics in the State

Dalit politics in Maharashtra has been a
significant force, shaped by historical
movements and contemporary leaders
advocating for the rights and

Why is there discontent in Maharashtra?
AERTSE A JHA F4T §?
Despite the Maratha community’s political dominance, significant sections of the population face economic

challenges due to agricultural distress and lack of employment. This has led to calls for reservation which in
turn has caused anxiety within OBC and SC groups
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empowerment of Dalit communities.
Social and political consciousness among
the Dalit communities has long been
influenced by a history of social reformers
in the State, from Jyotirao Phule and B.R.
Ambedkar to Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj,
who implemented one of the first policies
of affirmative action through reservations
in the early twentieth century. The key
players in Dalit politics include parties like
the Republican Party of India’s (RPI)
factions and the Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA) and influential leaders such as
Ramdas Athawale and Prakash Ambedkar.

Dalit politics in Maharashtra is not a
unified category. For example, the BJP
and the undivided Shiv Sena had
successfully consolidated Hindu castes
like Matangs, Chambhars, and Khatiks
among the SCs. In comparison, Dalit
voters, particularly from the Mahar
community who have converted to
Buddhism (Navayana Buddhists), have
historically supported the Congress due
to its association with social justice
policies. However, the fragmentation of
Dalit parties and alliances with major
parties like the BJP and Congress have led
to the dilution of a unified Dalit vote bank.

At present, the VBA, led by Prakash
Ambedkar, grandson of B.R. Ambedkar,
hopes to emerge as a force to reckon with
for Bahujan politics in Maharashtra.
Although the VBA’s performance
improved in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
when they contested the polls in alliance
with the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM), their electoral
presence has not been significant. In the
2024 elections to the Lok Sabha, SC voters
rallied behind the INDIA bloc over the
issue of samvidhaan bachao (save the
Constitution), and the VBA played third
fiddle, gaining only a fraction of votes.
Since then, they have adapted their
strategy from trying to consolidate SC,
OBC, and Muslim votes to now exclusively
focusing on Buddhist and Muslim votes.
Additionally, the symbolism of Ambedkar
is not lost in Maharashtra politics. Even
Rahul Gandhi started his campaign for
the Maharashtra Assembly elections with
a copy of the Constitution in his hand,
from the Dikshabhoomi in Nagpur, where
Ambedkar had converted to Buddhism
along with lakhs of his followers.

The RPI, originally founded by B.R.
Ambedkar, has fragmented into several
factions over the years. The two more
prominent factions are RPI(A) Athawale
faction and RPI(G) Gawai faction. Ramdas
Athawale leads the RPI(A), which has
always sided with the ruling party for
engagement with power at the centre,
whether it is the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) or the
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance.

In Maharashtra, sub-classification of
SCs has become a contentious issue. It is
being used by the Mahayuti NDA bloc to
further consolidate Hindu SCs, while the
Congress is silent on the sub-classification
debate. So far, only the VBA has
vehemently opposed the
sub-classification bill.

Key issues of electoral significance in
Dalit mobilisation include the fight against
caste-based discrimination, demand for
land rights, access to education and
employment opportunities etc. The
assertion of Dalit pride, inspired by
Ambedkarite ideology, remains central to
their political engagement.

Sarthak Bagchi teaches at Ahmedabad
University; Vignesh Karthik KR is a
postdoctoral research fellow at
KITLV-Leiden; Susmit Panzade, Pradip
Kapse, and Sumeet Gurli are researchers
based in Maharashtra. This is the second
article in a two-part series on Maharashtra
politics.
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shaped by historical
movements and contemporary
leaders advocating for the
rights and empowerment of
Dalit communities.
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Cooperative Network and Maratha Community’s Influence in Maharashtra

HERTSE A WEhNI Acas I FA|ST WHSTT FT FoTa

In Maharashtra, the extensive network of cooperatives, particularly in the banking, sugar, and dairy sectors, has been instrumental in
forging strong patronage linkages that have reinforced the Maratha community’s dominant hold on State power.

FgRrSg A, 3§ & T, <Al 3k 3ad ot F Raega weert dead A A Yeifew d9ut @ Jerar & F FAgeaqot
HiRewT S B, [08 AT AT 7 T FAT W A s el g

These cooperatives serve not only as economic entities but also as vital socio-political institutions that facilitate control over resources,
employment, and local governance.

Y HEFN HEATT el 3w FEUTT AT ¢, Sfosh garet, Qe 3R FAET araa ) @701 #1fia e arell Agcaqol
AATAS-THAIad FEAT 7 g1

By controlling such cooperatives, Maratha politicians can extend patronage to farmers, workers, and local businesses, thereby
securing loyalty and support.

T GeHIAT W [ATF0T Feh, AST Tt framat, #aamial, 3R sueT sgqam # efasq gare & a&a &, oad
TEERY IR gHG gl g &l

The cooperative model works well for both the farmers and the rural elite.

TP Alse framt 3R amfior e FEv e & e sugewa B

Being part of a cooperative meant the farmer was assured of a minimum price for the procurement of his crop and had a guaranteed
market at the time of sowing.

WERIY T TEAT 8lt T Hcloldl AT Toh FFATT Y 310 o T oeTadl FAT T IRET AAdr O 3R 93718 & Ty
ARERIET TAR FAerar o1

Thus, he could borrow with ease, and the banks were also assured of repayments in good time.

$H YR, 96 IEEN & SUR of Fohol AT, AR AF A1 o AT WFer Faharglel T IRE [Herch o

Moreover, cooperatives have provided a platform for Maratha leaders to ascend to significant political positions.

$AE AR, FEHIRAT o1 FST A1 T Agca Ul Tefelifeieh Tal I Tga= H #Ad Jer fhar g

However, this patronage system has marginalized other communities by concentrating economic and political power within the
Maratha elite.

glenifer, I8 Yefre ol 3 weferat &1 1T =W srord BU 3T AR Terehfas arfiFd 1 #reT e aof & dhfod
X gl

This concentration has led to disparities in resource allocation and access to opportunities for non-Maratha groups, reinforcing social
hierarchy.

%Wﬁ%*%ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬁﬁwmﬁ,mmwﬁmﬁm
gl

It has also allowed Maratha leaders to negotiate and form alliances that favor their interests, often at the expense of broader inclusive
development.

SH AST AT T 3T gl T JTATHRAT 4 ATl FFAAT R STy et 3R qad &1 IeTAT & &, S 3FER eh1aeh
Al e Hr fag e gl

The cooperative model has not only played an important role in continuing the long dominance of Congress in the State but has also been
used by other political parties to expand their electoral base, either by setting up their own cooperatives, or by co-opting and
incorporating existing cooperative leaders into their party fold, facilitating rampant party switching between such cooperative doyens.

WP AlSA A o haol Tsd HFAW & ofd AT § Tl 37T I Fecd T &0 WA H Hgeaqor {1 @S & afcn
SHHT 3TN 3T ATl Goll GaRT & A9l Tl HTUR 7 faEAR ¥el o foU foham a2 &, a1 o 39T Ta & Fehrt
TS ¥, AT AlS[ET TEHRT AT B 39 T F AFATIT Hlh, 3H TN TH FgFNY Aan3it & e arét Rafier 1
sorar feam B

Reservations and Dynasty Politics

IReToT 3R Ferare Taefa
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Despite the Maratha community’s political dominance, significant sections of the population face economic challenges due to
agricultural distress and lack of employment.

FIST FHE HT AT Tcd & daole, STaEdl & HAgeaqol & ¥ e AR AR Hr Fdlt & wRoT 31w
AT T FHAT A & &

This economic hardship has led to increased unemployment and financial instability within the community, fueling discontent and a
sense of marginalisation.

58 I FEAE = Foerg & ek SRS 3R 3l srfPurar st aor e 8, ora@ 3@y 3K grrareor dr - smraer
3ot & T B

The demand for reservations in education and government employment has become a central issue for the Marathas.
fY&T 3R TRFRY ASTAR A HRETOT T AT FST FHE & AT Uh T Heel §e1 I g

Feeling excluded from the benefits afforded to Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), Maratha youth have organised large-scale protests and agitations seeking inclusion in the reservation system.

I At (SCs), g STaanfadl (STs), 3R 37 RAad snfazt (OBCs) 1 fAewe arel ameilt & a1gT HggH
g,m:gaﬁmmmﬁwﬁ%raﬁrmﬁama?ﬁmﬁwfaﬂvqaﬂﬂsﬂ?mﬁmﬁl

In 2016, the State witnessed several huge demonstrations known as Maratha ‘mook morchas’.

2016 &, T H AWST "HF AN & & H S a3 Y=l HT GHAT HAT 37|
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Although these ‘mook morchas’ claimed to be apolitical in nature, with political parties kept out and managed only by social
organisations, the impact of these marches was felt in the political realm with leaders like Manoj Jarange-Patil emerging to advocate for
Maratha reservations.

gleliteh ¥ 'FHeh AT FIAT § Tslelfcder FET g 1 arar &, foas Tofsiifder aifear i age 1@r I/ m 3R haer
ATATTS HISar gaRT Jaferd forar arm, fY o 3o #ral & 3rER Toieiifass & & Ul 3R Adrsit S A« sRa-aifed
o FAXTST 3TRETOT & 9UeT & 3MTaTel 3055

This demand for reservation is expected to have adverse effects for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the region.

3RETOT &7 IE AFT &1F H AR Srerar aréf (BJIP) & v wfergrer werma stoet 1 S &

Factionalism and infighting within the Maratha community have also emerged as significant aspects of its politics.

FST AR & e Fearsit 3R gt Fod off sHehr Toreifcd & Ageaqol Tge] & &I H 3 F 3T §|

Internal divisions based on sub-regional loyalties, personal rivalries, and differing political affiliations have fragmented the
community’s unified political stance.

39-a forsanait, safFaera wfacaefaanst ik faftesr voeiifas daqeanst o smaRa snaRe e & waerg &
Tshe Toteiiaes fEafa & @fda &t faar B

This fragmentation weakens the collective bargaining power of the Marathas and complicates efforts to address common issues.

35U faEs & AST HHACHT &I HFfeeh WS 1 dATehcd HASIR &1 915 & 3N WHATT FAcal &l §oT Had & JAMEL Hl Sffeel
a1 f&ar gl

Dynasty politics is another concern, with political leadership often concentrated within a few influential families.

AT TSt T AR fRiar &1 fawy g, foed aoefas ddged 3t oo gemaeme aRari & siiaw dfad giar gl

The perception that political power is inherited rather than earned contributed to the feeling of disillusionment among younger and less
privileged Marathas.

Ig YURON o Tereiifae oafdd favrad & el 8,1 & Agaid @, gar AR w7 glaurged a6l & <t famem i siraeim
HROT Fell|

The present elections in Maharashtra has one of the highest orders of nepotism ever played in the State.

HERISE 7 TAAT Jofral 7 T H 3T o & qoU IoadH HSEER H T G@T T g

For example, in Nandurbar district, there are four constituencies, all reserved for STs.

3eTEX0T & fov, sigrar o & aR Aafe a7 § S |ef srgqfaa Serenfaat (STs) & fov amfara &)

Dynasty politics reigns supreme in this belt, with all power alternating between two families at the central and State level.

$H &1 A qerarg Torefa gafea g, orad qaf afFd FT 3R TeT TR W & aRart & &g al-arly & sgad 2

The Padavi and Gavit families have their members contesting from all four seats, with some of the remaining members of the family
contesting on independent tickets.

gedt iR mfad aRaRT & deed aRt et @ oira o5 W@ 8, 3R INaR & $o 3177 &g T@ad el | o g &g
W g

This is a long-term failure on behalf of the State and democracy at large.

g T AR Ahdd T 3 & T daFlfas fabadars|

In most of the reserved constituencies, politics has failed to develop a new, decentralised class of leadership.

rfereprer RTE fovdTaer &t &, Aol T 75, REedipa ddca 91 &1 fasfid a7 awe @ 8l

Most of the communities, irrespective of their strength in the State population, have not had political representation in the past six to
seven decades.

RIS FHETET, UTE Ao SHEAT & 3oTehl dlehdd el ot g1, Ned o ¥ A1 qurdl @ Toeifas yidfaited =&t f@er
gl

For example, Lingayats, a numerically small caste like Malis, who have been actively assertive in recent times have not had significant
representatives from the community.

3aTeXoT & oI, foTad S §EaTcs T § B¢ Sfd Fg, SI ATell, ST g1 & TAT H Al FT Hassertive §U ¢, 37
AT W H$ Hgeaqul JfAfAf g oo g

The BJP’s role in mobilising OBCs
BJP T OBCs ®I Warfod ¥t & fAFT

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The BJP has played a strategic role in counter-mobilising OBCs against the Maratha community’s demands for reservation in
Mabharashtra.

HTSTIT o FIST HHGTY Y HIRETT S AT & [WAh OBCs &l HIATSA el H Teh 0t iffapr fems g

Recognising the potential to expand its electoral base, the BJP has actively engaged with various OBC groups to consolidate support and
position itself as a defender of their interests, which was made clear from the speeches of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his initial
election campaign in the State for the 2024 Assembly elections.

mﬁgma"ranmﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmg,mﬁ%@moacwasmamwﬁmmaﬂ?
mwﬂaw,aﬂ?m;ﬁamﬁ%Wﬁ%mgaﬂ%ﬁﬁmaszomﬁmn?,mﬁ%%mm
Rl & WP & T H 3= TAfT I3

The Maratha demand for inclusion in the OBC category has raised concerns among existing OBC communities about the dilution of
their reservation benefits.

HIST GHCT N OBC AN & FATAL I AW o Hiser OBC WHGTAN H 3eTch HRETOT AT & Tclell il Ficm et #r g

The BJP has capitalised on this anxiety by aligning with prominent OBC leaders and supporting their opposition to Maratha inclusion in
the OBC quota.

HISTIT & 5 FRAAT 1 $rIeT 381 §U 9@ OBC Adiait & A1 st fohar 3R #IIST Feard & OBC HIeT # HATI &
faier o geder foma|

The BJP’s growth in Maharashtra through OBC mobilisation involves a combination of caste-based strategies and welfare policies
aimed at addressing OBC concerns.

Maharashtra & #TST9T T OBC HITST FA & ATEIH T 3oy Sifa-3menfla wefaay it Feamery Aifaat s g3 §,
foraent 3¢ OBC Riamat &1 FATeeT e gl
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e The party has advocated for sub-categorisation within the OBCs to ensure equitable distribution of reservation benefits, further
solidifying its support among marginalised sub-groups.

qrél & OBCs o $Ic SY-Hofiehaor it gehrelcd T & ofifeh JReTor el 1 A faawor giafead fohar S aeh, st ey «
U3 3Y-WHEI A 3HF HASA &I Halgd T ol

e The party has strategically fielded candidates from various OBC sub-groups, such as the Malis, Dhangars, Vanjaris, and others, to
resonate with these communities.

arél & faffiest OBC 39-WHgl, 518 ATell, €hI, TR 3R 37 & 3FAIGaRT &l WEfds & & 3aRT § difeh g1 G &

T 3GHT oY o1

e The late Gopinath Munde, a prominent BJP leader from the Vanjari caste, was instrumental in mobilising OBC support, establishing
the party’s foothold in Marathwada.

Mfire H{3, Fet SIIfa & HISTAT & Teh YA AT, OBC WHET I HaTfdd el H Fgeaqul ¥, 3N 3egiel IIEl ol ARTSATST
H g TS|

e The BJP’s role in counter-mobilising OBCs against Maratha reservation demands has been a calculated political strategy that has
contributed to its growth in Maharashtra.

HTSTIT T OBCs ! AST HIETUT hl HEN o [GATh HIATSA el T AR Teh Harfoa Astaiifas Iorifar & 8, forae
Maharashtra & 3T% QT & e & 1

Dalit politics in the State
s # gfad uoE=fa

e Dalit politics in Maharashtra has been a significant force, shaped by historical movements and contemporary leaders advocating for the
rights and empowerment of Dalit communities.

Maharashtra # fra Terelifer veh Agcaqol amhd W@ &, St Waef@e 3nclerl 3R FHSTCNA A3l GanT afeld FHer™m &
3FRY 3 gfFdeor & AT fii 715 gored I 3THR o gl

e Social and political consciousness among the Dalit communities has long been influenced by a history of social reformers in the State,
from Jyotirao Phule and B.R. Ambedkar to Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj, who implemented one of the first policies of affirmative
action through reservations in the early twentieth century.

T A efda el & & am@Efeis 3R ToEiics ddar & AT @ ATSIS GURS! & sfderd & genfad @ g, 5
SAferra Fa, 1. sfeRrE 3asH IR oAUl g HeRre, fiegial SIwdl T T BT # HRETT & AEIH { FHRIHS
FraTs 1 gEelr At awey A off

e The key players in Dalit politics include parties like the Republican Party of India’s (RPI) factions and the VVanchit Bahujan Aghadi
(VBA) and influential leaders such as Ramdas Athawale and Prakash Ambedkar.

afea Tohfa & yE Qe s Rufeesa arél (RPI) & 9e, dRa agorer mamst (VBA) 3R Feimaimell adr Sk Iwer
T 3R 1T AsHT AT B
e Dalit politics in Maharashtra is not a unified category.

Maharashtra # gfere Tarelifar T wehiga Avft A& B

o For example, the BJP and the undivided Shiv Sena had successfully consolidated Hindu castes like Matangs, Chambhars, and Khatiks
among the SCs.

310l & ToIw, amrorar 3R 3r@s frg Qe A g snfat Sid Avder, Fe1R 3R @R+ & SCs & i Aheldrqdsh Tehole o]

e In comparison, Dalit voters, particularly from the Mahar community who have converted to Buddhism (Navayana Buddhists), have
historically supported the Congress due to its association with social justice policies.

5T g, afra Adern, Y §7 J AR T & 9T Sieele qayr oo (Faamen stey) 3= &, $iaw &1 TAdT
3T § FiTh SUHI T AT «a1 Afaar & @7 g

o However, the fragmentation of Dalit parties and alliances with major parties like the BJP and Congress have led to the dilution of a
unified Dalit vote bank.

grefifen, gfere wiféat a1 fawssr 3R s 3R P ST 99@ IIédt &A1Y ST & HRUT Teh ThIFd gied ale 8@
a:rqawa’lmgm%‘l

VBA's Role in Bahujan Politics in Maharashtra
HENTSE & qgoiel Tstedlial H VBA Y sifaemt

o At present, the VBA, led by Prakash Ambedkar, grandson of B.R. Ambedkar, hopes to emerge as a force to reckon with for Bahujan
politics in Maharashtra.

TAATT H, ThTer ﬁgar{,aTB.R.aﬁgwéﬁqﬁ%,VBAa?ﬁqaﬁﬂmvgﬁaga?rm?hﬁﬁwmug‘relfa#raaﬁr

&1 3FAlE @A ¢l

e Although the VBA’s performance improved in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections when they contested the polls in alliance with the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM), their electoral presence has not been significant.

gTeliTeh 2019 WYHAHAT FeATal H ST Iogial el AT ASITAR-T-FoAeIged HWerHAT (AIMIM) & A TS FY FeATd ST, el
VBA P FedeT # FUR EIHT AT, Afched IoTehT AT T Hgeaqul oFel el

e Inthe 2024 elections to the Lok Sabha, SC voters rallled behind the INDIA bloc over the issue of samvidhaan bachao (save the
Constitution), and the VBA played third fiddle, gaining only a fraction of votes.

2024 AFFAT FaATal H SC A 7 INDIA salfeh & NS 30T FAS e, @faemer o & Aed €, 3N VBA TR de W
e, [S0d 37¢ Sael F aet # & fewam &am|

o Since then, they have adapted their strategy from trying to consolidate SC, OBC, and Muslim votes to now exclusively focusing on
Buddhist and Muslim votes.

de &, 3egiel 39 (0N T SC, OBC, 3R HHAHTT lel &I Teholc el ¥ deoral 3 49V & & diqer 3R gaasme
aret W €T Higd T foar g
e Additionally, the symbolism of Ambedkar is not lost in Maharashtra politics. Even Rahul Gandhi started his campaign for the

Mabharashtra Assembly elections with a copy of the Constitution in his hand, from the Dikshabhoomi in Nagpur, where Ambedkar
had converted to Buddhism along with lakhs of his followers.
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fremewe gamal & fav 3oel gar HRAE Hr esnd wfaunr fr afa gy 7 e anrgR F damefAr @ i, Sl sesa o
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Fragmentation of RPI and Sub-Classification Debate

RPI T fd@se 3R 39-Aviievor T8q

e The RPI, originally founded by B.R. Ambedkar, has fragmented into several factions over the years. The two more prominent factions
are RPI(A) Athawale faction and RPI1(G) Gawai faction.

RPI, fSI& #e &9 & B.R. 45T CarT TAMAS har a1 o1, @677 & WY S q[eh # fFsmiora g arr g1 g6 & 9@ e
g RPI(A) 33m@a 7[e 3R RPI(G) Tram$ e

¢ Ramdas Athawale leads the RPI(A), which has always sided with the ruling party for engagement with power at the center, whether it is
the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) or the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance.

THSTH S RPI(A) & qded & 8, ST A s H AfFd IIed ¥l & [T Faree Irél & A1y @sT @7 ¢, =g a8 BJP-
Agea aTelT TSI SFAdAiAF Tate (NDA) 81 AT FAF-Aced Tl FIFd Yarfaelier TsaerT|

e In Maharashtra, sub-classification of SCs has become a contentious issue. It is being used by the Mahayuti NDA bloc to further
consolidate Hindu SCs, while the Congress is silent on the sub-classification debate.

HERTSE #H SCs T 3U-A0M0T Ueh [Adereve Heal §of 7 81 SHeT 3uT #AgrIfa NDA rsaersT garT f@g SCs 1 3R
AT A & T fvar S @1 8, STafeh FiEe 3U-A0ieor sgd W g9 gl

e So far, only the VBA has vehemently opposed the sub-classification bill.

319 doh, hdd VBA A 39-Aufiaor o o1 v fmar g1

Key Issues in Dalit Mobilisation

gfora e & YoE Aed

o Key issues of electoral significance in Dalit mobilisation include the fight against caste-based discrimination, demand for land rights,
access to education and employment opportunities etc.

afid JHieTele # el Hged & W Heal H anfaarg srenRa seena & Genh Foy, fdy srfrwri v #ier, frew 3k
USAIR & a3t a6 95T e Lmiaer &
e The assertion of Dalit pride, inspired by Ambedkarite ideology, remains central to their political engagement.

siasaardl ReRyRr & ORa afea ard A 3eafFa 3% Torehfos S & FT g T g8

Conclusion

IGA-a ]

e Sarthak Bagchi teaches at Ahmedabad University; Vignesh Karthik KR is a postdoctoral research fellow at KITLV-Leiden; Susmit
Panzade, Pradip Kapse, and Sumeet Gurli are researchers based in Maharashtra.

|rE qmTe gAGTETe [eafag@Ted A yerd & faeeter wifde F.3M%. KITLV-Leiden 7 diecsigelel e ell §; oA
qiers, WeIT FTa9, 3R Gt IR Agrse A Fuq averehdt g

o This is the second article in a two-part series on Maharashtra politics.

I HERTSE TSAellied I G1-TelT arell H@elT T gl o9 &
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SC puts brakes on
‘bulldozer culture’

The petitioners had complained that their proper-
ties were demolished by the State machinery
without due process of law on the ground that
they were accused of criminal offences. The peti-
tions even claimed the demolitions had a commu-
nal tone. On September 17, the top court suo motu
extended the ambit of the case and barred such
demolitions across the country.

“The chilling sight of a bulldozer demolishing a
building, when authorities have failed to follow
the basic principles of natural justice and have act-
ed without adhering to the principle of due pro-
cess, reminds one of a lawless state of affairs,
where might was right,” the Bench said.

The latest directives would not be applicable in
case of encroachment into public property or if
the demolition was ordered by a court.

‘Collective punishment’

Justice Gavai said the government could not trans-
form itself into a judge to find an accused guilty
without trial and deliver a “collective punish-
ment” to him and his family by wrecking their
home and their shared memories with a bulldoz-
er. This would be a violation of the ‘rule of law’,
which was a part of the Basic Structure of the
Constitution.

The judge said destroying family homes, leav-
ing entire families homeless, was nothing short of
“anarchy”. The executive actions of public offi-
cials must be consistent with maintaining public
trust. “The greater the power to decide, the high-
er is the responsibility to be just and fair,” Justice
Gavai observed.

“If his spouse, children, parents live in the
same house or co-own the same property, can
they be penalised by demolishing the property
without them even being involved in any crime?
As is well known, a pious father may have a recal-
citrant son and vice versa. Depriving innocent pe-
ople of their right to life by removing shelter from
their heads, in our considered view, would be
wholly unconstitutional,” Justice Gavai under-
scored. An accused is presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law, the court reminded
the States.

‘Separation of powers’

The principle of ‘separation of powers’ gave the
courts, not the State, the authority to decide if a
person was guilty of a crime or not. The State can-
not take excessive measures even against con-
victs. There should be institutional accountability
if public officials violate the rights of an accused or
a convict through arbitrary exercise of power, the
court held.

The 95-page judgment said the burden was on
the authorities to disprove in court the presump-
tion that they did not demolish a structure to pe-
nalise the accused owner or occupant. “When a
particular structure is chosen all of a sudden for
demolition and the rest of the similarly situated
structures in the vicinity are not even touched,
mala fide may loom large,” Justice Gavai observed.

The court said for an average citizen, the con-
struction of a house was often the culmination of
years of hard work. “A house is not just a property
but embodies the collective hopes of a family or
individuals for stability, security, and a future... It
gives a sense of dignity and a sense of belonging. If
this is to be taken away, then the authority must
be satistied that this is the only option available,”
Justice Gavai noted.

‘ufFa Qe 3k FaEed
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SC puts brakes on ‘bulldozer culture’

FHHA FIE o ‘TSR FFHA’ W Uk FMS

Petition Against Demolition of Properties

ufar Redw & @aw ke

e The petitioners complained that their properties were demolished by the State machinery without due
process of law, based on accusations of criminal offenses.

IAeTehci3i o RIPrad & & Tod AWM & 3edsh FTRTETH HRITSH IR R AT Faged]
FIFHATHAAT SoTehl HUTAT T eaeed T e

e The petitions also claimed that the demolitions had a communal tone.

Fifaert 7 Jg o grar forar = T favaw A wiverf¥e saee enfaer o)

e On September 17, the Supreme Court suo motu extended the case's scope and barred such demolitions
across the country.

17 fAdeR e G HIE Taq: WA A §U HHT T GRNT Tor T AR 21 o7 A W fredwi
gfaeey o fa|

e The Bench stated, "The sight of a bulldozer demolishing a building without following natural justice
principles reminds one of a lawless state of affairs.”

Fe=1 e, "JelstoN H AR I ACTH el STd Frplcleh ~grgeh Tetiidl &l drelel =i fehar

AT @Y, Teh 3o eUfa i g farar g1

Exceptions to Directives

et & 3rvae

e These directives would not apply in cases of encroachment on public property or if a court ordered the
demolition.

¥ e ardorfae dufa X sfawaAer & A A1 S RITEd gaRT AR fAvaw ) de] ¢ g

‘Collective Punishment’ Statement

'AHAfEF &' HT a9

e Justice Gavai said the government could not act as a judge to find an accused guilty without trial and
then punish them by demolishing their home, which would violate the "rule of law".

AT g Fel o WHR ZehaHeh AT Fohall It a0l el elf¥cd 7 36 oY il eavd
L G5 Gl & Hebell, Sl Plefel @ UTHA R Seoltisl GIaM|

e Destroying family homes and leaving families homeless was termed as “anarchy” by the judge.
gRIRTA TER Fel & T BRT 1 €90 T IRTerwar hr Tl §, =aramedrer o &g

o Public officials must ensure actions are fair, with greater power comes higher responsibility.

Hrdsifoe ARG Tg FATRIT LT AT o 3eTeh S #ArRIqur g, it afda & g
31feren foreaerY el &

Protection of Innocent Family Members

facfy aRar wewat #r gean

e Justice Gavai emphasized that innocent family members should not suffer consequences if they were
uninvolved in any crime.

S TaE 36 919 W AR AT 3R aRar & dewd e 3wy & enfAer € § o
37¢ §8 8T $aTcleT BT

e He noted that depriving innocent people of shelter would be unconstitutional.

gl el b Sy et oY 3msr & afaa e sradenfass g |

e The court reminded that an accused is presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

eTad & I1g e fo yrovrefient sigrard # gt facy gl e faghy Atr Srar g1

‘Separation of Powers’ and Accountability

e The principle of 'separation of powers' grants courts, not the State, the authority to determine a person's guilt.

e fasterer 1 Rigwid srgrerdl I ATUSER ST 8, 7 & vora, ff 7 safea & suaftarag i

e The State cannot take excessive measures even against convicts, and public officials must be held accountable for rights violations.

T gifvgieh f@emd &Y cafls IU 181 39T Tohal 3R Fraafas fAwRal 1 3AfFRt & sedua & fov Jaees

SEAT AT AT

Court's Burden of Proof and Presumption
IeTerd &1 WA FT AR AR gt

e The 95-page judgment placed the burden on authorities to disprove the presumption that demolitions weren't penalizing the accused.

95 957 & fAUfgH AAFINAT W Ig TTfad el FT HR ST 3T 6 Aeaq i efda et & fow a8 am

e Selecting only certain structures for demolition could imply bad intentions.

hael S T I [qeaq & [T Yoioll gHTaar 7 Hehel & Fehell &
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Importance of Homes for Citizens

ARSI & AT =X 1 #Agea

e Foran average citizen, building a house often represents years of hard work and embodies hopes for stability, security, and a future.

Teh HHAT FATRF S T B ST F§ I8 Y FAgetad 7 Taiieh sl & iR Reuar, gam, 3R srfasy v amensit v gefar

gl

e Justice Gavai highlighted that if a house must be demolished, authorities must be fully convinced it is the only option.
FIHI Tds= @gl foh 3R Rl eX 7 faeaq 3mavaeh &, of AfAFRAT A g8 Tg & e glar A1gv foh T8 vHhaA
faFea Bl

Flights to Bali
cancelled
after volcanic
eruption

GS Paper |
Geography

NEW DELHI

IndiGo and Air India on
Wednesday cancelled their
flights to Bali due to ash
clouds from a volcanic
eruption in the Indonesian
island.

The Mount Lewotobi La-
ki Laki volcano located on
a remote island in East Nu-
sa Tenggara province
erupted earlier this month
and has resulted in ash
clouds. These clouds could
pose a threat to flight oper-
ations and as a result, ma-
ny airlines have cancelled
their services to Bali.

IndiGo and Air India op-
erate daily flights to Bali
from Bengaluru and Delhi,
respectively.

Air India said its flights
from Delhi to Bali and re-
turn (AI 2145 and Al 2146
respectively), scheduled to
operate on Wednesday,
have been cancelled due to
unfavourable weather
caused by the recent vol-
canic eruption.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera tagged Civil Aviation
Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu in a post on X asking
for help for passengers
stuck in Bali.

In response, Mr. Naidu
said the Ministry was work-
ing with Air India on the is-
sue and would ensure the
safety and convenience of
the passengers.
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Flights to Bali cancelled after volcanic eruption

SarenAHEl faFele & 91 Tl & AT 33 g

Cancellation of IndiGo and Air India Flights to Bali Due to Volcanic Ash Clouds
SATIEE! U@ & qieal & FROT A AR IR $RAT A Al F AT 33 F @ @

o IndiGo and Air India on Wednesday cancelled their flights to Bali due to ash clouds from a volcanic eruption on the
Indonesian island.

39 3R TR 33T A AR F SRS g 7 SaTanE AEele F Tw F agdl F FRoTareR & foav roEh
38 GG W &l

. The Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki volcano located on a remote island in East Nusa Tenggara province erupted earlier
this month and has resulted in ash clouds.

AT AR T TR SaTeeE, S qal JET SR 9id & U g gE WX R g, sa Al geaa # e
T AR T@ F qES 391 gU ¢

o These clouds could pose a threat to flight operations, and as a result, many airlines have cancelled their services to Bali.
Y G 33T FATld & T @aRT ST X Tohd ¢ 3R 3T SR, g TIAAlSaAl of arelt & fAT el Fame e
ar gl

. IndiGo and Air India operate daily flights to Bali from Bengaluru and Delhi, respectively.

3R 3R Taw 3T shALr: durere IR Reeh A areht F fav s 33 Forfarad &

o Air India said its flights from Delhi to Bali and return (Al 2145 and Al 2146 respectively), scheduled to operate on
Wednesday, have been cancelled due to unfavourable weather caused by the recent volcanic eruption.

R 3RBATA ogr foh 3aeht Reelt & arel 3R arodr i 33w (Al 2145 3R Al 2146 SHLT:), ST JLAR T Fellold Blall
o, grforar satam e Edle @ 3cued spfas Aled & FRUTEE R & 719 B

. Congress leader Pawan Khera tagged Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan Naidu in a post on X asking for help
for passengers stuck in Bali.

FEAF AT 9T VST ARG 35I| HA &. TAAG A1Ig H TFY W Teh G Hqrell 7 &8 XA & v Aeg
A

o In response, Mr. Naidu said the Ministry was working with Air India on the issue and would ensure the safety and
convenience of the passengers.

58S Sarg H, A A A Fgl o HAWT 5H Aog WA $BATF A1y 1 9 @I § 3R anfan & gaw 3k
glawr giafaa S|
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Inaugural Indian Ocean
Dialogue between US.,
India to be held today

GS Paper |I: India-US |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Deepening the ongoing
cooperation over the In-
dian Ocean Region, India
and the U.S. are set to hold
the inaugural U.S.-India In-
dian Ocean Dialogue on
Thursday. U.S. Deputy Se-
cretary of State Kurt Camp-
bell and Principal Deputy
National Security Adviser
Jon Finer will take part in
the event virtually.

They were originally
scheduled to travel to New
Delhi on November 13-14
but had to change plans
due to “flight issues”.

The two sides will “dis-
cuss measures to promote
security and prosperity
throughout the Indo-Pacif-
ic region,” the U.S. State
Department spokesperson
said in a statement.

The Critical and Emerg-

Kurt Campbell

ing Technologies (iCET) In-
tersessional to further ex-
pand cooperation between
the two countries on
technological innovation
and production is also
scheduled to be held, the
statement added.

In an update on Wed-
nesday, the U.S. Embassy
spokesperson added that
“due to flight issues”, Mr.
Campbell and Mr. Finer
will have meetings virtual-
ly with Indian counter-
parts. The dialogue comes
just after the U.S. presiden-

tial elections in which
former President Donald
Trump secured a decisive
victory, and the transition
is now under way.

The India-U.S. coopera-
tion over the Indo-Pacific
goes back several years. In
January 2015, during the
visit of President Barack
Obama to India as Chief
Guest for the Republic Day
parade, both sides had is-
sued their Joint Strategic
Vision for the Asia-Pacific
and Indian Ocean Region.

In addition to the bilat-
eral cooperation, there is
significant regional and
multilateral cooperation.
The Quad grouping, com-
prising India, Australia, Ja-
pan and the U.S,, is fo-
cused on the IOR and has
announced the Indo-Pacif-
ic Maritime Domain Aware-
ness initiative, as a global
good for the entire region.

Inaugural Indian Ocean Dialogue
between U.S., India to be held today

AR I WRT F §fIT ggeh e
AENRR ardar ATeT gt

India-U.S. Cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region

AR AERER AT 7 HRI-3rARFT ggar

o Deepening the ongoing cooperation over the Indian Ocean
Region, India and the U.S. are set to hold the inaugural U.S.-India
Indian Ocean Dialogue on Thursday.

AR AFTAPR 819 # el 3§ TEAT I I FH g, AR
3R AN A TFAR AT Igel IANFT-HRT HRAT AFERR

Harg 3T A T ANSAAT TATS B

o U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell and Principal
Deputy National Security Adviser Jon Finer will take part in the
event virtually.

3ARFT 37 fader R ¢ Fuaa 3N wgE 39 TdT FRaw
HAAEHR AT e 3T FRIGH & TS 9T |

. They were originally scheduled to travel to New Delhi on
November 13-14 but had to change plans due to “flight issues”.

3og 13-14 AqeX AT a8 fEeell Fr amm & fow FaRa Far
T, difhet 381 Wath FATIH & HROT ArT=3i H Searg
hIAT YST|

. The two sides will “discuss measures to promote security and

prosperity throughout the Indo-Pacific region,” the U.S. State
Department spokesperson said in a statement.

IARFT fager faomr & gaFara Uk SuE A wer 6 Qe gat Ee-weia & #F graT IR wHefd A qeEr & F 3urai
W T FE|

e The Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) Intersessional to further expand cooperation between the two countries on
technological innovation and production is also scheduled to be held, the statement added.

ST 7 Fg o wer AT o retEeens 3 SRl wieaifafeat (ICET) srav-w dow w3t ot fmar e, anfes
Wleafarhr sarer 3R 3eureer 7 St goif & e wedler @ 3R S S |l

e Inan update on Wednesday, the U.S. Embassy spokesperson added that “due to flight issues”, Mr. Campbell and Mr. Finer will have
meetings virtually with Indian counterparts.

UAR HT T IH9sT F, IANP qarae & aaaral &gl o 330 Faeh FAEAwdt & FRor 47 Fuaer 3R A e s
gHEFE F T AHTTdATST o |
e The dialogue comes just after the U.S. presidential elections in which former President Donald Trump secured a decisive victory, and
the transition is now underway.

Ig HaTe HARE Tsgufd e & i a6 @ W@ 8, o qi wsgufar skeres g o fuifaw St giffer Y, 3K wamerasor
T ufhaT 39 9o W T

e India-U.S. cooperation over the Indo-Pacific goes back several years. In January 2015, during the visit of President Barack Obama to
India as Chief Guest for the Republic Day parade, both sides had issued their Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-Pacific and Indian
Ocean Region.

fRe-wera &7 A sRA-3AREFT FgAr S avl quE g1 Seradt 2015 F wsgafa a7 S A0 Rgw W A ATy
HAT & &7 # §RA IET & SR, AT gell o TRA-geid 3R SR FERPR &7 & AU 39T §gF T OEfaE
TioeahIor ST fohar &)

e Inaddition to the bilateral cooperation, there is significant regional and multilateral cooperation.
gfauafr @wgder & 37erar, Agcaqut el 3i agcr&ﬁ'zr ggaer ot g1

e The Quad grouping, comprising India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S., is focused on the IOR and has announced the Indo-Pacific
Maritime Domain Awareness initiative, as a global good for the entire region.

Fa1s WHE, Foraet AR, iteeor, ST iR IR e € amEsamR X Fiea § 3R Rg-vera wad & S wgw
& Gor & g, S @ 8T & v o ARaw amr
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‘India, Saudi
defence
cooperation
expanding
GS Paper I

India-Saudi Arabia
NEW DELHI

The defence partnership
between India and Saudi
Arabia has witnessed sev-
eral “firsts” in the past few
years, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said on
Wednesday, noting that
the cooperation had “now
expanded in the field of de-
fence industry and exports
as well”.

During a meeting, both
sides discussed avenues to
strengthen the Strategic
Partnership between India
and Saudi Arabia in areas
including trade, invest-
ment, energy, defence, se-
curity, culture, and consu-
lar matters, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a
statement. “They also ex-
changed views on regional
and international issues of
mutual interest,” the state-
ment added.

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur.
Contact Number: 9971932488

‘India, Saudi defence cooperation expanding’

‘TR, 34! 3T & T 8T GeAT 9¢ T&T &

Defence Partnership between India and Saudi Arabia

R 3T 34 3RT & I & gEed

. The defence partnership between India and Saudi Arabia has witnessed several “firsts” in the past few years, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said on Wednesday, noting that the cooperation had “now expanded in the field of defence
industry and exports as well”.

#Ra AR T3 T F AT @ aEeh S Uod o avt § w2 vuE ey § guar @ gy A ve, Saee
eT, I¢ SdTd U o Tedler "31a 8T 3egor AR fAdia & aiF o off fawaRa g o |
o During a meeting, both sides discussed avenues to strengthen the Strategic Partnership between India and Saudi

Arabia in areas including trade, investment, energy, defence, security, culture, and consular matters, the Ministry of
External Affairs said in a statement.

TF So& & G, Al T8T of R 3R FF 3T & T Wiefaw FiEi) FF ASld A & U™ 9 TG4r @,
e saraR, fder, a1, 17, gean, ¥eFfa Ak aftfoas fqeg anfAe § R #ewa ue sae 7 &g

. “They also exchanged views on regional and international issues of mutual interest,” the statement added.

AT H HET T, "Sogial HGET 3T & AT AR AT Fqe@l W o =Rt 1 - fHar|

‘Unwieldy’ first draft at Baku sets 2030
goal of $5 trillion for climate action

GS Paper lll:

Environment
NEW DELHI

Two days into 29* edition
of the Conference of Par-
ties (COP), the first major
negotiating text that will
decide if the two-week-
long conclave will be a suc-
cess has come out. While
this is far from any sem-
blance of finality, it lists out
the universe of options be-
fore 190 countries that
they must collectively
whittle down - every
country’s vote is exactly as
important as the other —
and adopt before the con-
ference ends.

The most prominent
feature of the text is an ask
of at least $5-6.8 trillion un-

\, o 3K

Building consensus: Bangladesh’s Muhammad Yunus, centre right,
attends the COP29 summit in Baku on Wednesday. Ap

til 2030, as the so called
New Collective Quantified
Goal (NCQG) on Climate Fi-
nance, for developing
countries to meet their Na-
tionally Determined Con-

tribution (NDC), or volun-
tary targets that are
updated periodically,
where countries specify
targetted action underta-
ken to reduce carbon emis-

sions and substitute fossil
fuel energy sources with
renewable energy ones.

A member of India’s ne-
gotiating team told The
Hindu that currently coun-
tries had formed blocks, or
negotiating alliances,
among themselves and de-
manded insertions of para-
graphs that included every-
body’s demands.

“The new text does this
but, unsurprisingly, it’s
now much longer and un-
wieldy, taking us back to
the length the text was ear-
lier in the year. It’ll need to
be streamlined again to be
workable,” Joe Thwaites,
Senior Advocate, Interna-
tional Climate Finance,
said in a statement.

‘Unwieldy’ first draft at
Baku sets 2030 goal of $5
trillion for climate action

aF A 3edies’ g
Al & Ferary FRarE
& faw 2030 a& 5 fefargeT
STel} $T 8T I@T AT §

29th Edition of the Conference of Parties
(COP)

qifeal & @FASA (COP) T 29a7 HERIOT

. Two days into the 29th edition of the
Conference of Parties (COP), the first major
negotiating text that will decide if the two-
week-long conclave will be a success has
come out.

qiféaY & §FAST (COP) & 299 WERIUT

& &Y f&eT o1e, UgeT W@ ATAT 9IS SIRY fohT 91T & S UE o 9N foh &l WedTg ofdT WFAee Gthol G1N IT 6T |
e While this is far from any semblance of finality, it lists out the universe of options before 190 countries that they must collectively
whittle down.

Ig fohdr ot 3ifde &0 & g &, ofeher I8 190 qe o el Aiole RAsvedl 1 qft At 1 g dd aar g, o @el

ATy |fared e grem|
e Every country’s vote is exactly as important as the other, and they must adopt these options before the conference ends.

JAF G2 H AT A F T AZAYYT §, 3R 308 FFAAT FATT gt & Tgal I fAdedl I 3T gHaT|

e The most prominent feature of the text is an ask of at least $5-6.8 trillion until 2030, as the so-called New Collective Quantified Goal
(NCQG) on Climate Finance.

UrS 1 T T f6g 2030 aF FA { FH $5-6.8 RfAga v #Aier &, 9@ ¢ wngfes aRanfOora @ew (NCQG) Srerary faer
T gl 1T g

e This funding is needed for developing countries to meet their Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), or voluntary targets that are
updated periodically.

g faaavor Remedfie gt & v smaeas § aifer 3 39e g 'R W [ e (NDC) a1 a99-3ag )
Hegde fhU S arel T a8l & QU T Fehl

¢ In NDCs, countries specify targeted actions to reduce carbon emissions and substitute fossil fuel energy sources with renewable

energy.

NDC H, 22T FIee 3cHIA bl hd Flel iR SanRdm $4a Aidar I TdeoiT FATH deod & v afeia s [fese aa g1
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e A member of India’s negotiating team mentioned that currently, countries had formed blocks or negotiating alliances and demanded
insertions of paragraphs including everyone's demands.

HRT Y araT AFH F T T o Fgl [ TadAT & 22T o IsaesT I ardt Fa &= & 3T g Hr a@en & s &=
arel 3feJesal hr AT # g
e “The new text does this but, unsurprisingly, it’s now much longer and unwieldy, taking us back to the length the text was earlier in the
year,” Joe Thwaites, Senior Advocate, International Climate Finance, said in a statement.

N arsew, A vsalde, AT Faag A Th AT F Fel, T 96 Tg HT 8, dfehed IS 61 & a8 39
9gd ofeT 3R 3aAnh g T & EE g7 36 e W ared 3 AT § S qe H 38 ¥ & IRA F A

e He added, "It’ll need to be streamlined again to be workable.”

3ogiel hel, "3 T & Garidd oiel T ITaeTendr grl difsh Jg Hraefel &= Th|"

British writer Harvey .
wins Boolfer Prize

[PCs
Reuters

LONDON

Britain’s Samantha Harvey
won the 2024 Booker Prize
for Orbital, a story about a
single day aboard the Inter-
national Space Station
which she wrote during
COVID-19 lockdowns.

The novel, Harvey’s
fifth, was the top selling
book on the shortlist of six
finalists and has sold more
copies than the past three
Booker Prize winners com-
bined, as readers lapped
up her depiction of earth’s
beauty as seen from space.

‘Intensity of attention’

Judges of the prize praised
her writing for the “intensi-
ty of attention to the pre-

Samantha Harvey

cious
world”.

Harvey said she wrote
the novel while stuck at
home during the pandem-
ic watching footage of the
earth in low orbit on her
screen. She likened the ex-
perience of her six charac-
ters “trapped in a tin can”
to that of lockdown.

and precarious

T g T F

e Harvey said she wrote the novel while stuck at home during the pandemic, watching footage of the earth in low orbit on her screen.

g1 & T fF Seeie Ig 3UTAH AEHR % SR WX @l gU o, el BhT WHFA Fam A qult F g A dwd

gll|

fafeer @ g1d F1 g [WEHR Aer

Samantha Harvey Wins the 2024 Booker Prize
AT g1 A 2024 FT I WEHRR SAar

British writer Harvey wins Booker Prize

. Britain’s Samantha Harvey won the 2024 Booker Prize for Orbital, a story about a
single day aboard the International Space Station which she wrote during COVID-19

lockdownes.

fsreer &t amaeT g o 2024 T qH [EHR Fifacorsh AT ST, S FeRTsdT aiar
FAA W T fgaT Fr Fgeir g, 7 3egial COVID-19 AHhs=3 & SR forar|

. The novel, Harvey’s fifth, was the top-selling book on the shortlist of six finalists and
has sold more copies than the past three Booker Prize winners combined, as readers embraced
her depiction of earth’s beauty as seen from space.

Ig 39T, 81 T rear & 3R o7 wEdfavel I aicfare & god 3% Na arel
forrer o, e ool e gt R fRAsianst i $or gfdat @ aifes foshr 6,

Fifeh AToehl o AARET & gedl T FeIdT s 3eteh fT0T H TET|

) ‘Intensity of attention’
‘€T & daar
. Judges of the prize praised her writing for the “intensity of attention to the precious

and precarious world”.

TEFR ¥ Poiast 3 3% dEe B fer 3R 3R g W ) dar &

el
o She likened the experience of her six characters “trapped in a tin can” to that of lockdown.

378l A9 B IEl B <TF T F Bed A FHD TdA AlhsSBA & eI F S|

Qualifying for 2027 Asian Cup the bare minimum, says Gurpreet

FOOTBALL

Neeladri Bhattacharijee
CHENNAI

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu
trod the path of optimism
while talking about the
country’s chances to quali-
fy for the AFC Asian Cup
2027.

Talking to reporters be-
fore India’s International
friendly against Malaysia in
Hyderabad on November
18, he said: “Qualifying for
the Asian Cup is something
we should be achieving. I
think that is the minimum
for us because we have
done it in the last two edi-
tions. This should be a no-
brainer for us.”

India has had a year to
forget in 2024 having
played 10 matches and los-
ing six of them, including a
12 drubbing to lower-

il

[PCS

D

Gurpreet says the players, with every camp, are getting closer to

what Marquez wants. FILE PHOTOS

ranked Afghanistan.

It now has a new coach
in Manolo Marquez but the
team has plummeted in
the FIFA rankings, from 99
in July last year to 126 in

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

September. However, un-
der Marquez, it has risen a
spot in the latest rankings
and Gupreet feels the team
will continue its ascent
with time.

“I think a transition like
this will always be difficult.
Everything would have
been fine if we had started
winning games from day
one.

“But the most impor-
tant thing we need to re-
member is that since coach
Manolo took over, we have
played very competitive
teams,” he quipped.

Marquez, who won the
Indian Super League Cup
with Hyderabad FC in
2022, succeeded Igor Sti-
mac as India coach but is
yet to win a match, losing
one and drawing two.

“What he wants to instil
is always going to take time
and as players, we are get-
ting closer to what he
wants with every camp,”
Gurpreet said.

“The closest reference
would be the last game that
we played, a 11 draw
against Vietnam. With

training, time and his level
of coaching and expe-
rience, I am sure that we
will be a strong team in the
qualifiers.”

New faces

Marquez introduced sever-
al new faces in the squad
for the clash against Malay-
sia like Irfan Yadwad, M.S.
Jithin, Vibin Mohanan and
Hmingthanmawia Ralte,
looking to shape a brighter
future.

Jithin, with four goals
and three assists in six
games, was the most im-
portant player for North-
East United FC in the Du-
rand Cup this season as the
Highlanders won their
maiden trophy in August
2024.

“These boys have done
really well in the ISL and
domestic circuit. So, it’s
important to have these
new faces come in and get

a taste of what the National
team is all about. To some,
what might look very nice
and green from the other
side, turns out to be a
whole different scenario
once they come in,” Gur-
preet added.

India is the first national
team assignment for Mar-
quez and ending the year
with no victories would be
something the Spaniard
will be desperate to avoid,
with the Asian Cup Quali-
fiers beginning in March
next year.

“It (the atmosphere in
the camp) is very positive
now but let’s not expect
too much and remain hum-
ble, keep our heads down
and keep working because
I don’t think we have got
even 30 days together in
the few months coach Ma-
nolo has come. But with
time, we will be there
soon,” Gurpreet said.
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Qualifying for 2027 Asian Cup the bare minimum, says Gurpreet
2027 TRATS F9 F AT FATNBIE FIEAT 7ATH ITEIHT: IHT

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu’s Optimism on India’s AFC Asian Cup 2027 Qualification
It T @Y A ARa T AFC TS F 2027 # Aewar F aR F e

e Gurpreet Singh Sandhu trod the path of optimism while discussing the country’s chances to qualify for the AFC Asian Cup 2027.
il T Wy aer H1 AFC TS 9 2027 # Aegar T FHTEAB 9T = Hd §U TRITATE T AT =TT |

. Speakmg to reporters before India’s international friendly against Malaysia in Hyderabad on November 18, he said, “Qualifying for the
Asian Cup is something we should be achieving.”

18Wﬁmﬁm$@ww$m®wmmmﬁmmﬁmm§w3ﬁﬁw,
“TfIE 9 & AT FATNES HeT Fo 0T § S gH g e wiRw)”

e He added, “I think that is the minimum for us because we have done it in the last two editions. This should be a no-brainer for us.”

3@l &gl “HI oelal § o IE FAR AU FgmmaaA § Fifh g 38 Moo & wwaon & R §1 I8 gAR fow wuse gar
Bl

e India has had a year to forget in 2024, playing 10 matches and losing six, including a 1-2 loss to Afghanistan.
R & TIT 2024 & ot oS AT T, e 301 10 AT Qo 3R o7 #R, A srpmfasas & 12 gr & anfae g

e With new coach Manolo Marquez, the team dropped in FIFA rankings from 99 in July last year to 126 in September. However, under
Marquez, it has risen one spot in the latest rankings.

AT I Asdtel A & T, A T At her Row aer Joar$ F 99 @ v Rdaw # 12687 15| graifen, AT &
ded, 39a AdeTdd T & e T FIW 3T TS B
e Gurpreet believes the team will continue its ascent with time.

TR T AT & o EFTHT & WY 379elt garfer SRy T@ai|

e “I think a transition like this will always be difficult. Everything would have been fine if we had started winning from day one.”

“HH o1l ¢ % 38 RE 1 IRad= A HfSeT g1 &1 T F& S il PR §H Tgel ot F & Shdalr Y& T ed1”
e “The most important thing to remember is that since coach Manolo took over, we have played very competitive teams,” he noted.

e @S ATl FEH Fgaqet A1 I§ & R ST A AN A 9g FAI ¢, g6 g whoewdlt A7t F @y gar &
3oglel e

e Marquez, who won the Indian Super League Cup with Hyderabad FC in 2022, replaced Igor Stimac but has yet to win a match, losing
one and drawing two.

AT, [Siegiel 2022 # gerare ThH & @y $f3ue Fux T F9Shar ur, 3 $9R T HAF B S o 8, dfehel 31 de
3@l PIs HT FIgT SiidT, T gRT 3K ar 3 fohu

e “What he wants to instil is always going to take time, and we’re getting closer to what he wants with each camp,” Gurpreet said.
“ag S $o o IRT FEAT IR €, 3TH TAT 9, AR §H & FT F WY 3% 8T & FAT GG W® 7 I[N A Fell

e “The closest reference would be our last game, a 1-1 draw against Vietnam. With more training and his experience, we will be a strong
team in the qualifiers.”

“FEH FUST 3ETE0T GART MET AT ¢, S Raaemer & Remw 1-1 8 37 @11 witreror ik o0& arepora & @y, &
FAIfAHRR 7 T Aslgg A g

New Faces in the Squad

g & AT IR

e Marquez introduced several new players for the match against Malaysia, including Irfan Yadwad, M.S. Jithin, Vibin Mohanan, and
Hmingthanmawia Ralte, aiming for a bright future.

ATheT o FARRT & Warw #g & v st Iears, va.vy. Sfae, [fes Ages, 3R Baryaafaar e o v
fRAenfeat # g Fam, 598 v Ieead #fasy fr 3R @r S |

e Jithin, with four goals and three assists in six games, was crucial for NorthEast United FC, helping them win their first Durand Cup
in August 2024.

fafas, foiegiet o7 Al F I/ e ik fie 3l fFo, aidsee gomses vedll & fav #gcaqet @ 3 30gia e 2024
# ggel 38 FI S H HAcg #

e “These boys have performed well in the ISL and domestic circuit. It’s essential to give them a taste of National team experiences,” said
Gurpreet.

“ZeT ofgehl o FSTHTA AR e Wike & reor yede fhar B 3¢ UsET & e 3rgeral T Ele Sl 31T §,” IS

o gl
e This is Marquez’s first assignment with a national team, and he aims to avoid ending the year without a victory, especially with Asian
Cup qualifiers beginning in March next year.

Ig TS EH & AT AThST T UgdT FIRIBIA ¢, 3R 3oIhT 18T § & ag av &1 a1 Siid & FAead F &, [Fdwe w7
ay AT # RIS FT FANERR YE gl & Aq1Y|

e “The atmosphere in the camp is very positive, but let’s not expect too much and stay humble. We haven’t had even 30 days together
since coach Manolo arrived, but with time, we will succeed,” said Gurpreet.

“hd H ATl Tgd THRIHS &, Afehed SAGT 3G 7 W AR AeIaA T T Aol & 30T & oG § g 30 et off @
oTel fae 8, dfhd &g & @1y, g7 Tl glaY,” IRV o gl
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dia’s tea, sugar exports raise
sustainability concerns at home

Agricultural commodity production in India lives in a unique context — high domestic consumption and now rapidly growing exports — that may
benefit producers and consumers; but increasing dependencies between different parts of the supply chain compromise ecological sustainability

[GS Paper Ill: Sustainable development |

Dasari Giridhar
Manan Bhan

ndia is one of the world’s largest

agricultural product exporters.

Indian agricultural export was

valued at $53.1 billion in 2022-23,
up from $8.7 billion in 2004-05, a six-fold
increase in less than two decades. For an
economically developing economy like
India, exports play a significant role in
strengthening the economy by increasing
revenue, foreign exchange, and
transactional options. But the rapid surge
in exports poses multiple challenges to
sustainability of the production,
processing, and distribution systems of
the respective commodities.

In this context, it's important to answer
two questions regarding the sustainability
of an agricultural commodity.

First, when can an agricultural
commodity be considered truly
sustainable? The sustainability of such a
commodity isn’t just about economic
sustainability, which is driven by
productivity. Ecological and social
factors, aided by good governance, help
build a sustainable production system, so
the sustainability of an agricultural system
depends on three pillars: ecological
factors, economic aspects, and social
aspects, underpinned by robust policies
underlying all of them.

Second, should sustainability
considerations only apply to production?
No. Since the lifecycle of a commodity
extends across pre-sowing, on-farm
production, and post-harvest stages,
sustainability applies to them all. Tea and
sugar, two prominent commaodities in
India with a large domestic and
export-oriented consumption base, offer
good examples to illustrate the problems
herein.

Tea

India is the world’s fourth-largest tea
exporter and second-largest producer,

_ contributing 10% of global exports. The
latter totalled 188.76 million kg in 2022,
with a value of $641.34 million, and an
increase of 21.47% year on year in volume
and 12.43% year on year in value. The
total value of Indian tea exports for
2022-23 was $793.78 million. Domestic
consumption constitutes 80% of total
production. The top export destinations
of Indian tea are the United Arab
Emirates, Russia, Iran, the U.S. and the
UK.

There is also growing evidence of
stresses being imposed on production
systems across the tea value chain. Three
major challenges in the tea industry are
the management of human-wildlife
interactions, burgeoning chemical use,
and labour concerns. An estimated 70%
of tea plantations are situated at the
periphery of forests and host the
migratory routes elephants need to move
around, resulting in frequent interactions
with humans and human property and
damage.

Likewise, synthetic pesticides
constitute up to 85% of total pesticide use
in tea plantations. This degree of reliance
on such pesticides increases the chemical
residue in the final product. Researchers
have already documented an increase in
the incidence of DDT, Endosulfan 35 EC,
Dicofol 18.5 EC, and Cypermethrin 10 EC
in tea. Exposure to these substances can
increase the risk of cancer, diabetes,
impaired neurodevelopment in children,
and neurotoxicity.

Website: patrioticias.in

Sweet and sour: Workers harvest sugar cane in Kolhapur district in Maharashtra. FILE PHOTO

Finally, the labour rights and working
conditions of the tea estates cannot be
undermined. More than half of tea
plantation workers are women and they
are often underpaid. The working
conditions are also hazardous and
workers often lack protective gear.
Despite regulations under the Plantations
Labour Act 1951 (amended in 2010 to
strengthen worker safety), safety
standards are almost never fully enforced.
There is a critical need for better
management practices in and around tea
estates in India, stricter monitoring of the
maximum residue limits for pesticides,
and better enforcement of existing labour
regulations.

Sugar

India is the world’s second-largest sugar
producer, with 34 million metric tonnes
of production, which is about a fifth of the
global production. India’s sugar exports
grew by 291% from $1,177 million in FY
2013-14 to $4,600 million in FY 2021-22
and 64.90% in 2021-22. The country
exported sugar to 121 countries, according
to the Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics. About 50
million farmers depend on sugar cane
cultivation in India. An additional half
million depend on sugar and allied
factories. According to NITI Aayog, the
industry has an annual turnover of X1 lakh
crore.

But for the exports’ economic value
and the industry’s significant rural
employment, it also has considerable
adverse environmental effects - but in
particular water resource management.

Sugar cane is well-known for requiring
a lot of water to cultivate. On average, 1 kg
of sugar requires between 1,500 and
2,000 kg of water. Sugar cane and paddy
occupy around 25% of the gross cropped
area in India and consume 60% of the
country’s total irrigation water, reducing
the availability for other crops and also
stressing groundwater resources. In the

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

There needs to be more focus on
addressing environmental issues
and safeguarding the health and
safety, of both workers and
consumers, to develop an
inclusive agrarian economy that
benefits both local communities
and global markets

last six or seven years, the area under
sugar cane cultivation has almost doubled
in Karnataka and Maharashtra.

Natural ecosystems like grasslands and
savannahs in these states have also been
converted to plant sugar cane. Along with
the ensuing biodiversity loss, this change
has increased the pressure on water
resources and increased the need for
sustainable water use and alternate
cropping patterns. In fact, Implementing
drip irrigation in these States could lower
water consumption by 40-50%.

The social dynamics of sugar industries
narrate another story. Media reports have
unearthed poor working conditions,
including long working hours.

Rising temperatures in peninsular
India acts as a threat multiplier,
increasing the risks to workers' physical
and mental well-being. Workers trapped
in vicious debt cycles incur even more
stress. Strengthening regulations and
encouraging structured and responsible
production practices are important to
reduce these effects and promote
sustainability.

Millets
Even as the sustainability challenges of
these commodities persist, there are
others that promote long-term ecological
and socio-economic sustainability, and
their successes could serve as templates
to address the problems plaguing tea and
sugar.

One prime example is millets, a
sustainable option with which to increase

domestic consumption as well as exports.
Millets are resilient to harsh conditions
and don’t require more inputs to weather
resource constraints. They preserve soil
health and ensure nutritional security.

The growing importance of millet
export is evident in the export statistics.
India reached a major milestone in
2021-22 when it exported millets valued at
$62.95 million, up from $26.97 million in
2020-21, almost a 2.5-fold increase in a
single year. In FY 2022-23, the country
shipped 169,049.11 metric tonnes of
millets and millet-related products worth
$75.45 million. This rising demand
highlights their potential as a sustainable
agricultural commodity contributing to
economic growth and environmental
resilience.

Agricultural commodity production in
India lives in a unique context: a large
domestic consumption base and now a
rapidly growing export base. These
dynamics may benefit producers and
consumers but they could also yield a
paradox: whereby increasing
dependencies between different actors in
the supply chain compromise ecological
and social sustainability concerns. There
are successful tales of increasing
production and trade volumes but
concerns also continue regarding the
trickling down of some of those economic
benefits to producers and farm labourers,
and regarding the vitality of India’s
natural resources.

There needs to be more focus on
addressing environmental issues
and safeguarding the health and safety of
both workers and consumers to develop
an inclusive agrarian economy that
benefits both local communities and
global markets.

Dasari Giridhar is a research associate
(giridharaditya24@gmail.com) and Manan
Bhan is a Fellow in Residence
(manan.bhan@atree.org) — both at the
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and
the Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru.
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India’s tea, sugar exports raise sustainability concerns at home

2027 TS 9 & AT FATIBIS FIAT FATH ATGIHT: AT

Agricultural commodity production in India lives in a unique context — high domestic consumption and
now rapidly growing exports — that may benefit producers and consumers; but increasing dependencies
between different parts of the supply chain compromise ecological sustainability

Rd # F Al #1 3c9ea & 3 weel # Qa1 § - 359 e @Ia HR 3T St & T
e - @ scuresl 3R 3wsiFarst # anr 8 wwar 8 Afte amqfet e & e st &
drg sedt Asitar aifeyfadr Ruar @ gwstlar &= &

India’s Agricultural Exports and Sustainability #Rd T Tfﬁ' gt sk e

¢ India is one of the world’s largest agricultural product exporters.
HRA gfalar & §ad 99 Y 3cure HAias 7 & T gl

e Indian agricultural export was valued at $53.1 billion in 2022-23, up from $8.7 billion in 2004-05, marking a six-fold increase in less than
two decades.

AR H AT &1 Hod 2022-23 F $53.1 Rferger ar, 5 2004-05 7 $8.7 Rfeger & 1 8, 50 aF qeept & o & wow
B I Gl AT &

e For an economically developing economy like India, exports play a significant role in strengthening the economy by increasing revenue,
foreign exchange, and transactional options.

R Sl fashrasher srdegaear & fav fAdia woreg, fagel #fer AR oe-cet & fashed dgreht rdicgawdr I Fead el
# FAgcaqot fAw e §)

o But the rapid surge in exports poses multiple challenges to the sustainability of production, processing, and distribution systems of these

commodities.
ofehet forafe # At & geftr Scdreet, FHEROT AR o7 aeg3il 1 faeRor gonfadt H ReRars foav &3 geifaar sce
T B

Key Questions on Sustainability of Agricultural Commodities

FR grgat fr Fuwar w g7 o

e First, when can an agricultural commodity be considered truly sustainable? The sustainability of such a commodity isn’t just about
economic sustainability, which is driven by productivity.

UECT, Ush HIY a& &l areadd H TR hd AT ST Hehcl &2 T a& & AT shael M TR & IR H &0 &, 5

3cUTEehdl garT 9Rkd gidr gl
o Ecological and social factors, supported by good governance, help build a sustainable production system. Thus, sustainability depends on
three pillars: ecological factors, economic aspects, and social aspects, backed by robust policies.

TS AHA GarT AT aRfEfas 3R GAGF FReE Te TURN 3 Yol §l # FAG d ol 30 J&K,
feear feufas #ral, il ggaat st aenfes wwas @ R w3 § S o Afadt @ aafda €

e Second, should sustainability considerations only apply to production? No. Since the lifecycle of a commodity extends across pre-sowing,
on-farm production, and post-harvest stages, sustainability applies to them all.

GERT, T TEURAT shdel 3eUleel WX oF] gl AMGU? #eT| Hfeh Teh a& &M Siidel =sh JaTs & Ygol, Wl & el AR
S & §Ig & TN H el g §, HTOT FUXAT 37 | 9 of19] gielr &l

e Teaand sugar, two prominent commaodities in India, offer good examples to illustrate the sustainability challenges due to their large
domestic and export-oriented consumption bases.

T AR A, HRT # A vHE T qU g, S W 3R -3 AE @ud MR % #ROT R gHlfaat @ gie & fav
3T 3eTe0T TEdd Al &

Tea

e India is the world’s fourth-largest tea exporter and second-largest producer, contributing 10% of global exports. In 2022, Indian tea
exports totaled 188.76 million kg with a value of $641.34 million.

AR gforar #1 e Je@ F31 T fAATa® 3R qE Wad 937 379eF ¢, o ARaF fwta F 109% FT Aererer wAr g1 2022
A, ARG T 7 AT ot 188.76 AT fmamm ar, foraenr #oar $641.34 fafarger am|

e The total value of Indian tea exports for 2022-23 was $793.78 million. Domestic consumption makes up 80% of total production.
2022-23 # HRA T1g {347 &1 Fol Hed $793.78 FATATeT U471 R WIT Fel IeuTeaT FT 80% 2|
e The main export destinations of Indian tea include the United Arab Emirates, Russia, Iran, the U.S., and the U.K.

AR T & AET fod sidedl & @gad 3R IHART, T, §0a, e 3 .. e )

Challenges in the Tea Industry
I 35T A goifaar

e There is increasing evidence of stresses on production systems in the tea value chain. Three major challenges are human-wildlife
interactions, chemical use, and labor issues.

U Hed H@ell H 3cUieel Yool W Telld & d6d Fed &1 ol Y gl Alela-aedsild q9, Taafas 3935
3R g2 €
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e Anestimated 70% of tea plantations are located at the forest periphery and intersect elephant migratory routes, leading to frequent
human-wildlife interactions and property damage.

IIATAT 70% AR AWM SioTel o foheiR X U § 3R greft yard @i o1 e &, o qd Aea-a=gsiia g6 AR dufa
$1 g1l el &

Pesticide Use in Tea Plantations

I IETT # RIS FT 3TIT

e Synthetic pesticides constitute up to 85% of total pesticide use in tea plantations.
FRF Fearws I el H Fo FreArRrF F ST FHT 85% dF REAT T ¢l
e This degree of reliance on such pesticides increases the chemical residue in the final product.

Y B¢ do Pleaeen g FeRar 3ifaw 3cue & tafa® gy e 2
o Researchers have documented an increase in the incidence of DDT, Endosulfan 35 EC, Dicofol 18.5 EC, and Cypermethrin 10 EC in
tea

?WﬁﬁmﬁDDT,ﬁ?ﬁm 35 EC, f3Idier 18.5 EC, 3R AsmANT 10 EC F Sad Td FT gEardeiaor Har
gl

e Exposure to these substances can increase the risk of cancer, diabetes, impaired neurodevelopment in children, and neurotoxicity.

5ot varedf & FUF F I A FIR, AYAg, gl A dhw REw A FAY, 3R @R ReraarEr @aw g awar ¥

Labour Rights and Working Conditions in Tea Estates
I IeTEl # A AfeR v w Rufaar

e More than half of tea plantation workers are women and they are often underpaid.
AT ST H ATHES F IS F 3E feamaRae § AR 3% 301 srew dda A gl
e The working conditions are hazardous and workers often lack protective gear.

Hrd Eufaal ToReeh gicl § 3R ARl & I 37 GaTcH® SUHIOT 1 Hall el &l
e Despite regulations under the Plantations Labour Act 1951 (amended in 2010), safety standards are almost never fully enforced.
AT AT UFT 1951 (SN 2010 F HAMAT FRar a1m) F Srarcle, Yo Ah Hol o qf e & AL FAGT i B
e There is a critical need for better management practices and stricter monitoring of pesticide residue limits.
JEAR YU JUTHT 3R HleATrEd JIAY A3 HI Ged RET & 3cafts daegesdr ¢l
o Existing labour regulations also need better enforcement.

Alster Afas fAgat @ off Jgck % d AN F H;T ITaIHAT Bl

Sugar Production and Exports in India

AR # DA Icurea 3 A

e India is the world’s second-largest sugar producer, with 34 million metric tonnes of production.
HRA i dT &1 g@d Had 731 AAl Scures ¢, oo ard 34 Afergsr #Hifgew & 3cure &

e India’s sugar exports grew by 291% from $1,177 million in FY 2013-14 to $4,600 million in FY 2021-22, and 64.90% in 2021-22.
HRA & el faTd 2919 der, FY 2013-14 & $1,177 AT & Jga FY 2021-22 & $4,600 fAfeger g amm, 3k 2021-22 7
64.90% Jei¥r g3

e The country exported sugar to 121 countries, according to the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics.
aer & 121 3Rt At =t AT B, S T aifrfSas gfivar il wifeed fadenea & 3R
e About 50 million farmers depend on sugar cane cultivation in India.

R & oereer 50 Afoas fhdTe a0 7 @t W AR &

e The industry has an annual turnover of X1 lakh crore.

$H 35T & dIfeh FRITR I 9F FUS ¢ |

Environmental Effects of Sugar Production

A I F GATEONT o

e Sugar cane requires a lot of water to cultivate, with an average of 1,500 to 2,000 kg of water required per 1 kg of sugar.

et Y 3 & AT Igd 370 TIelt T ImaRaehar g &, e 3iad 1 fhar =isfr e fore 1,500 & 2,000 fea aredr v

3TaTHRAT gl gl
e Sugar cane and paddy occupy around 25% of the gross cropped area in India and consume 60% of the country’s total irrigation
water, stressing groundwater resources.

Il 3R UTeT HRA & el Wkl &1 T SIa18TaT 25% fREAT Ol § 3R & Fo Farg et 1 60% 3971 ad g, Sa@

STTHIT STl T TR Gald 95T &l
e Inthe last six or seven years, the area under sugar cane cultivation has almost doubled in Karnataka and Maharashtra.

e oF a1 A1q aut #, FeAtedt IR AGREE H Toed H Wl & &F F T QAT J&fT §5 ¢

Sugar Industry and Its Environmental and Social Impacts

At 3g@hr 3R sEF TRl qur gwfes g6

e Natural ecosystems like grasslands and savannahs in these states have also been converted to plant sugar cane.
g1 Tt # yrpfas aiRfPafad &, S8 o & dAee AR Farer, & o = oo & fov seo fear am gl

e Along with the ensuing biodiversity loss, this change has increased the pressure on water resources and increased the need for
sustainable water use and alternate cropping patterns.

5% A1y G T Ry s goae & IRUTETTRT Sd WA W gdd 96 941 § R Fad S 39T AR dwfeus @t
Yo T 3RS % TS T
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In fact, implementing drip irrigation in these States could lower water consumption by 40-50%.

aredd #, 37 Tl A BT S o] & @ STl WU 40-50% T A & Fehall o

The social dynamics of sugar industries narrate another story.

Al 3N & AATTIS 9ge U 37elT FHglell Il & |

Media reports have unearthed poor working conditions, including long working hours.

Afsar Rl & wve Fw Pufaat o gorar f6ar & Swd @@ seset ge T gl

Rising temperatures in peninsular India act as a threat multiplier, increasing the risks to workers’ physical and mental well-being.

WRICHS SR & a9 # e @ax & OF & & F HF Hlahl &, forad Afa & a3 aafs srens

GAT F&dT ¢l
Workers trapped in vicious debt cycles incur even more stress.

ROT & AT H B 7S 3R 31 T &1 greaT :a gl

Strengthening regulations and encouraging structured and responsible production practices are important to reduce these effects and
promote sustainability.

ST goTal 1 HH Fel 3N Faaar A Ferdr 3 & v gt 1 Aoy e 3R R Ak oeter seureer gumsit @
SerdT ST 31T §|

Millets as a Sustainable Option

fAdeE (Ao i T TR RFeT & ¥ A
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Even as the sustainability challenges of these commaodities persist, there are others that promote long-term ecological and socio-economic
sustainability, and their successes could serve as templates to address the problems plaguing tea and sugar.

STdfeh ST aE3i T Fedar A GANAAT TN el &, 377 FEqu § S Qreewifas aRfrafadr sk amfes-anfies aadarn
&I JEIAT &l &, 3R 3ThT AHIATT T R Aedr FF FATA A g A & [T 38607 & T H FHIH HT bl 6
One prime example is millets, a sustainable option with which to increase domestic consumption as well as exports.

Teh JHY 30T FAAEH (ST5R0) &, St o] @9 3R fadfd e &1 v dad fAwev g

Millets are resilient to harsh conditions and don’t require more inputs to weather resource constraints.

ey wo aRfEfaal & gfd adfier gia § 3k wamuer gfaeui @ ues & fow 31f@s gaqe & Jaegedar g giarl
They preserve soil health and ensure nutritional security.

q HET TR FI FAC W@ § 3R ot geanm gRARad & §

The growing importance of millet export is evident in the export statistics.

e fAATa 1 Sedn g3 Agcd faaTa st F Tose g

India reached a major milestone in 2021-22 when it exported millets valued at $62.95 million, up from $26.97 million in 2020-21, almost
a 2.5-fold increase in a single year.

HRA o 2021-22 H Teh GHG Hiel T YW AT fohar Sia 38T $62.95 AT goar o arerr e fanar, S 2020-21 #
$26.97 TAfergeT o, oraTerer 2.5 7T g U & Ay H|

In FY 2022-23, the country shipped 169,049.11 metric tonnes of millets and millet-related products worth $75.45 million.
2022-23 7 T2 =¥ 169,049.11 #few &t a1orT 3R aer-waf®a 3eurg AaTa fore, fSerhr frad $75.45 fafaae o

This rising demand highlights their potential as a sustainable agricultural commodity contributing to economic growth and
environmental resilience.

SH G AT ¥ I§ TASC gl ¢ [ I FW avq & &0 # 3nfdw R 3R gaiawoiiy axhamde & Qe e &
THEAT W §

Agricultural commodity production in India lives in a unique context: a large domestic consumption base and now a rapidly growing
export base.

R # FV TG IcIEA Th IEfadIy Hesl & giar ¢ Ueh §37 e @Ud YR IR 319 T ol & dodT g3 e
TR

These dynamics may benefit producers and consumers but they could also yield a paradox: whereby increasing dependencies between
different actors in the supply chain compromise ecological and social sustainability concerns.

¥ TIFAMNAATT Sereeht AR ITHIFATIHT T AT TgT Hehell &, fche] Tg Teh FAUTHA 8 3Tt A Fehehl &: Forad
3Mgfct Hwer A e affAar s s gedt fasiar waavoiiy 3R aefe gadardr Ransit @ gagiiar & adr gl

There are successful tales of increasing production and trade volumes but concerns continue regarding the trickling down of some of those
economic benefits to producers and farm labourers, and regarding the vitality of India’s natural resources.

3cueel 3R AR afegd d¢let I The FEIMAdl o, olfhel o IfiF st o1 Seuteent IR FR AfAw g FE qg?.!ﬁ iy
AR & WFHfad FaTe= H1 sfigaar s da &aw a0 @ g1

There needs to be more focus on addressing environmental issues and safeguarding the health and safety of both workers and
consumers to develop an inclusive agrarian economy that benefits both local communities and global markets.

TATERONT FEEl #1 gl aat 3 AfAST 3R 3usieFan @ ey At Fram A T e W AUE wue oo @
3MARYHT ¢, dlfch Teh FAAM HY rdfcuaeram FFfAa & & s Fureg aeeEmt 3R dRaw sremi al-l &1 a7 ggan|
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Shrinking species: An African elephant with her
calves in northern Kenya. FILE PHOTO

Alarming rate
of decrease

in African
elephant count

GS Paper Il
Environment

African elephants, earth’s largest land
animals, are remarkable mammals that
are very intelligent and highly social. They
also are in peril. Fresh evidence of this
comes in a study that documents
alarming population declines at
numerous sites across the African
continent over about a half century.

Researchers unveiled on Monday what
they called the most comprehensive
assessment of the status of the two
African elephant species — the savannah
elephant and forest elephant — using data
on population surveys conducted at 475
sites in 37 countries from 1964 through
2016.

Savannah elephant populations fell by
about 70% on average at the surveyed
sites and forest elephant populations
dropped by about 90% on average at the
surveyed sites, with poaching and habitat
loss the main drivers. All told, there was a
77% population decrease on average at
the various surveyed sites spanning both
species. Elephants vanished at some sites
while their populations increased in other
places thanks to conservation efforts.

Contact Number: 9971932488

~ “Alot of the lost populations won’t i

come back, and many low-density
populations face continued pressures. We
likely will lose more populations going
forward,” said George Wittemyer, a
Colorado State University professor of

~ wildlife conservation who helped lead the

study published in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences.

Savannah elephant populations

| fell by about 70% on average at

the surveved sites and forest
elephant populations dropped by

" about 90% on average at the
. surveyed sites

The forest elephant population is
estimated to be about a third that of
savannah elephants. Poaching has
affected forest elephants
disproportionately and has ravaged
populations of both species in northern
and eastern Africa.

“We have lost a number of elephant
populations across many countries, but
the northern Sahel region of Africa - for
example in Mali, Chad, and Nigeria - has
been particularly hard hit. High pressure
and limited protection have culminated in
populations being extirpated,” Wittemyer
said. But in southern Africa, elephant
populations rose at 42% of the surveyed
sites. “We have seen real success in a
number of places across Africa, but
particularly in southern Africa, with
strong growth in populations in
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Namibia. For
populations showing positive trends, we
have had active stewardship and
management by the governments or
outside groups that have taken on a
management role,” Wittemyer said.

The study did not track a
continent-wide population tally because
the surveys used different methods over
different time frames to estimate local
elephant population density. Instead, it
assessed population trends at each of the
surveyed sites. A population estimate by
conservationists conducted separately
from this study put the two species
combined at between 4,15,000 and
5,40,000 elephants as of 2016, the last
year of the study period. It remains the
most recent comprehensive
continent-wide estimate.

savannah elephant population.
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Alarming rate of decrease in African
elephant count

AR AT Y gEaT A AT fq
IEGICGE IR

African Elephants: Population Decline and Conservation Efforts

IR T SaEar & Rae 3R GxaTor ga

. African elephants, the largest land animals, are intelligent, social,
and now endangered.

bt greft, St gelt F W@ 93 Ty« e § gefawe, afow
3R 39 FHeawd §

o A study released on Monday highlights alarming population
declines across Africa over the last 50 years.

AHIR I AR T 37eTTT H 3P & ool 50 auf &
FAEET # Rrae i deer arel Sy & 718 F

. The study, considered the most comprehensive, used data from
475 sites across 37 countries, covering the years 1964-2016.

3H CTIA DI a9 cATISh AT AT &, ST 475 Tqar & 3er
forar arar &, S 37 @ & Ay T §, 3R Ig 1964-2016 A& &

gyt & anfAe aar gl

. Savannah elephant populations dropped by 70%, and forest
elephant populations by 90%o at surveyed sites, primarily due to
poaching and habitat loss.

HaTAT g1 T STHEAT 70% 3R Serer & gyt fr Jaaear
FdetoT T 1T el WX 90% FA g, S ATT T ¥ RSN 3R
3| Fr @i & HROT gl

3 Overall, the populations of both species decreased by 77% on
average across surveyed sites.

qdefoT T 1T FUE WX Sl GSTfrdl T ol Stereear e
77% FH g TS|

. In some areas, elephants vanished, while their populations grew
in other regions thanks to conservation efforts.

$o &A 7 grdlt gAT gl aTC, Siefeh ey a1 7 AeTor JArat
& FROT Il FAHEIT H Jef g3l
. George Wittemyer, a professor of wildlife conservation at

Colorado State University, emphasized the likelihood of further
population losses.

Siiet faeAAT, ST HIGNTEr T FAafddr 7 aedoia HI&TT &
WA §, &1 3T T STAHEAT gliel ol FHTEGAT W AR f&2m|

. The forest elephant population is about one-third of the

ST & gIAAT A STTEEAT ATAT gTAAT T STTHEAT T I3 Th-fagE &
e Poaching has particularly affected forest elephants, devastating populations in northern and eastern Africa.

RIPR o f9AY &7 @ Serel & AT &I g1 o §, 3R 38 3R gt 3nhrerr 7 3aehr steraear &I @se ¢ & gl

e The northern Sahel region, especially Mali, Chad, and Nigeria, has seen severe population loss due to high poaching pressure and limited

protection.

30 WeoT &9, AT ®9 F AT, 913, 3N AT, & 3w ReR garg 3N AT FGRam & HROT STaaedr # 7 gife

cHEr 73 Bl

e In contrast, southern Africa saw elephant populations increase at 42%o of surveyed sites, with notable growth in Botswana, Zimbabwe,

and Namibia.

sg% AT, gferolr 3k & Tdetor fFU T Tl W I &7 SaEdr 42% ¢, 3R dicqars, foarea, 3R aAeifear
SeolEeT Jefer 3 S|

e Active management by governments or outside groups has led to these positive trends in certain areas.
O & A WHRI IT 968 Fegl GaRT AfhT Gavel & §o FohrIcHs Ygfadl &l dAqea fhar g
e The study did not track continent-wide population figures, as different survey methods and timeframes were used at the sites.
SH AT o FQIGAY-SATA STAHEAT Hihal hl Uleled g1 fora, F3ifh ¥uall W faffiesr wdaror fafeat s wwadanst
T 39TeT fohar arr o
e A separate population estimate placed the combined population of both species between 415,000 and 540,000 elephants as of 2016.

Teh 3T STATEAT AT H gledl TSAAAl I TIFd SFAHE] 415,000 31X 540,000 &TfAAT & & I 715 o, SiaT 5 2016

H oo

e This estimate remains the most recent comprehensive continent-wide population figure.
TE AT FEIEAT-SATH FAHEIT T HSH §Tel HT ITIH THST Fof E3T T

Website: patrioticias.in

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




